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141 reported dead in plane arshin China 

BEIJING (AP) — A bocing 737 jetliner crashed Tuesday into a mountain 
and shattered into pieces, killing all 141 people aboard the flight to a 
popular tourist city, official media reported. It was the highest death toll 
m any reported air disaster in Chinese history. The sute-run Xinhua News 
Agency said most of the victims were mainland Chinese. The passengers 
also included nine people from Taiwan, two Spaniards, one Canadian and 
one person from the Portuguese-controlled of Macao near Hong Kong. 
Xinhua said. Xinhua said the names of the victims were not available. The 
report gave oo indication of what caused the crash. It quoted unidentified 
witnesses as saying they saw smoke erupt from the jet before it slammed 
into a mountain at abour 7:50 a.m. (2350 GMT Monday). The plane 
crashed near Yangti, about SO kilometres (31 miles) south of Guilin in a 
popular tourist area famed for its limestone peaks rising above the pearl 
river. 
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wSp° f the pi'^MAN (Petra) - His Majesty 
- w "i"® .ftro oijTTg Hussein Tuesday conferred 
interview Kawkab Medal of the first 
st ay sn their upon General Intelligence 
retirement, ta^partment (GID) Director 
ped steeply f^^aitenanl General Mustafa A1 
According to ^«si- King Hussein also confer* 
prime fninisfcjvy distinguished medals upon 
lated respond oral GID officers in apprecia- 
empioyees ngS °f their distinguished efforts 
three-quaTxe^Ji ^ »® preserving national 
ana 7 J pe : purity and stability. 

Sey S‘»llee arrest 

employment ’.JSpeClS 

r7«T" ^tourist attack 

JRO (AP) — Four more sus- 
’ ' ’^ ds in an attack on German 

$i- -i l rists were arrested Tuesday in 
'"‘lid Mediterranean city of Alex- 
WaV" ’ facgjfria, police statement said. The 
CllA&in temcjlt said the four were the 
' i>s,ri : remaining suspects in the ■ 

. v. 12 attack on a tour bus in 

..f'-y ; ^'TOtown Qena, 300 miles (480 
p :ir - -;" n ••-.-) south of Cairo. Two other 
rrar-: >:r.sr : - pects. were arrested earlier 
p =r! - 3“; month in connection with the 
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iir: ;: -O-’CUPIED JERUSALEM 
— 71*6 commander of an 
; v . .'jy unit that shot and killed a 
I •. . -/ear-old Palestinian in the 
I 7’ ^ r. ‘ , jt B»nlc on Monday has been 
i JJ _ ." -7. 7:oved bom his post, the Israeli 
• ' "■ y said Tuesday. An investiga- 

' Pf‘‘‘ Cc disr C(HK ^ U< ^ that the officer 
j ^ ‘ 7 ■ d against orders, an army 

i fT7-~ n A 5 a Tf cement said. It did not etabo- 
On Monday, Palestinian 
. . ~ s -k • losses said that Israeli soldiers - 
• .. . .. ... j= sed as civilians fatally shot 

•••“•* *- ‘ ■ •* itorl Tolv&r nfhtlA ’ HSetW irp» nw 
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brad planned to IdD Hiibollah chief-newspaper 

MIAMI (AP)— A newspaper reported Tuesday that Israel planned to kill 
the leader of the Hizbotlah Shiite Muslim fundamentalist movement in 
Lebanon, but was thwarted by a military accident that killed the would-be 
assassins. The Nov. 5 mishap, in which an armour corps unit of the Israeli 
defence forces fired a live missile at an elite squad of soldiers, killed five 
members of a strike force simulating the assassination of Sheikh Hassan 
Nasrallah. according to Tuesday’s editions of the Miami Herald. The 
■ami murder was planned for that night in the southern suburbs of 
Beirut, the newspaper reported from Jerusalem. Sheikh Nasrallah is head 
of the Hizbollah. or Party of God, an Iranian- backed guerrilla group and 
political party in the Lebanese parliament. Hizbollah has been fighting 
Israeli troops in a south Lebanon self-proclaimed “security zone" since 
the mid-1980s. Sheikh Nazrallah was elected leader of Hizbollah in 
February . after the Likud government of Yitzhak Shamir ordered the 
death of his predecessor. Sheikh Abbas - Musawi. 
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: r : 30SIA (R) — Uzbek Presi- 

X.— «- 'it Islam Karimov arrived in 
V.* on Tuesday on a two-day 
j “ . V.. • "7--. -t aimed at improving relations 
i '* ”7 ;ween the two countries, the 
; i _ V, .■.„ = ;iian News Agency, IRNA, re- 
; ^ ‘7.'77-tecL It said Mr. Rarimov was 

' ! —ted at Tehran airport by Ira- 

[ • A * "V-" 3 Pre ® dem Ah' Akbar Hasbe- 
J 1 Rafsanjani and Foreign Minifr- 

! AH Akbar Velayati. Mr. Kari- 

v told Iranian radio that 
r j cubrneHrAraD-Tashkent relations were 
‘ I at “an ideal tevel” and that 

’ j prcr.8 *3 visit would open a new chap-, 
j , in bilateral ties., according to 

' V*.. i : 7 ; r: C radio monitors. Mr. Ra&an- 
. i jrr :rt* =-" : r described Mr. Karimov's visit 
I : i 'n.t;' a tin nine point in the two 


. j u , -/r entries’ reuttsons. Mr. Karimov 
; ; accompanied by Uriiek Fore- 

j .u . >:• -sr' Minister Ubaidnllah Abdur- 
: ^7 . .jr.-s^-akov, and a number of other 
I ; ; - - : wr officials. 

] ^ :: jwaSt deputies call 

’ ^ r cleaning up state 

9 i ^ ’^(curlty 

; >"■ " " .. JWAIT (AP) — In a stormy 
: i j:*7’ : ^ i ... ; ;-*ion Tuesday, government 
i «**:::.* r; xjnents in Kuwait’s first post- 

1 I ■- l ' - : 7 ; parliament called for disman- 
j -g the state security Police or at 

- -.T- «t eli min a tin g agents responsi- 

' ~- L for torture and other Sis. 

: j , : ’,.-ow can we accept that an 

2 , ’ xuatas that is pasd for from 

■ ' ' money tortures our sons?" 

i ; _ fputy Ahmad A1 Khateeb said, 
t ! f 8 - jjwing wfld applause from him- 
j t 00119--* of citizens who attended 
1 .Ac O'jt weekly session. “The kind of 
« iple they employ are videos 

' ■ . - y 1 merciless. Stale security is 

; st*. 1 oimng an octopus and a can- 

• u : in the body of the Kuwaiti 

• \ . ^ - J i-.ipte," said deputy Mofaxej A1 

1 /tam. Tuesday's parliament, 

i \r.w * 1 was the strongest man- 
_ ; :- ; 7 ■ Jtatioa yet of positions of 
; 7 /-vr 1 ' ',**ition menbea who swept 
- : ' ' of 50 seats in October elec- 


' irkeyadds 
D -.. igoslavia, Italy to 
ilkan talks list 

";;. /'lKARA (R) — Turkey has' 
i led the ramp state of Yugosia- 

. f ‘ • and Italy to the guest list for a 
/ -'ional foreign ministers’ meet- 
• * ' on Wednoday to discuss Bal- 

security, officials. sakL Ankara 
. <t ;., r t week invited Bulgaria, 

! 7 ' mania, Albania, Greece, Hun- 
c y, Austria, and the other four 
Yugoslav republics to the 
r 7 s -‘ ; . «tmg m Istanbul, Greece has 
■ ' - wed to attend. 
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Security Council keeps 
sanctions clamped on Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Security Council on Tunday 
unanimously rejected Baghdad’s 
claim that it has observed the 
terms of the Gulf war ceasefire. 
The council planned to keep the 
U.N. economic embargo damped 
on Iraq. 

The decision came in the form 
of a statement approved by ail 15 
council members after two days 
of debate in which Iraq’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz in- 
sisted that Iraq bad complied with 
U.N. demands and demanded the 
lifting of the sanctions. 

In a highly indignant statement 
read out by the council’s Hunga- 
rian President Andre Erdos, the 
Security Council rejected the 
“threats" made by Mr. Aziz to 
U.N. weapons inspectors and the 
council. 

In two speeches on Monday 
and Tuesday, Mr. Aziz accused 
Western ambassadors on the 
council of hypocrisy; described 
U.N. weapons inspectors as pro- 
vocateurs; and insisted that Iraq 
was folly cooperative and inno- 
cent of any wrongdoing. 

Hie council, in an unusually 
harsh statement, said it “regrets 
the lack of any indication in the 
statements of the deputy prime 
minister of Iraq of how the gov- 
ernment of Iraq intends to comp- 
ly with the resolutions of the 
council." 

That set the stage for the exten- 
sion of the embargo, to come 
later Tuesday. 

The council said it ‘'regrets the 
baseless threats, allegations and 
-attacks launched by.-thei-deputy 
prime minister of Iraq" against 
the Security Council, die u.N. 


Special Commission set up to 
eliminate Iraq’s mass destruction 
weapons, the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency, the Iraq- 
K await Boundary Demarcation 
Commission and the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee. 

“The council rejects in toto 
these threats, allegations and 
attacks," it said. 

In a question-and-answer ses- 
sion on Tuesday with Security 
Council ambassadors. Mr. Aziz 
demanded the lifting of the sanc- 
tions. 

“The facts are that Iraq., .has 
implemented the commitments 
imposed upon it" by the United 
Nations, said Mr. Aziz. 

“There is a desire to hide this 
fact from the Security Council 
and from world public opinion," 
he complained. 

His hardline attitude only 
seemed to stiffen ambassadors' 
resolve to keep the sanctions 
damped on Iraq. 

After Mr. Aziz spoke, 
Kuwait's Information Minister 
Saud Nassar A1 Sabbah re- 
sponded. saying the Iraqi envoy's 
remarks were riddled with false- 
hoods. He ridiculed Mr. Aziz’s 
attempts to portray Iraq as the 
victim. 

It was the second time in eight 
months that Mr. Aziz has pleaded 
Iraq’s case before the council. 
Iraq is seeking progressive relaxa- 
tion of the embargo as it satisfies 
cease-fire terms and other U.N. 
resolutions. 

Bnt co until members, even be- 
fore Mr. Aziz’s appeal, agreed 
Monday ^haf Iraq has not com- 
plied with the terms of the cease- 
fire that ended the 1991 Gulf war. 


including full disclosure of its 
arms programmes. 

Mr. Ariz accused some of the 
inspection teams sent by the U.N. 
Special Commission of being 
troublemakers acting under in- 
structions from Western coun- 
tries to stir up incidents. 

“We had two types of these 
teams. The first is the... group 
that arrives to raise problems, 
behaves in a provocative manner 
that would infringe on the 
sovereignty and dignity of the 
people and the country. The 
second type of inspection group 
accomplishes its task in a profes- 
sional manner and without any 
problems." 

Mr. Aziz also said his country 
was willing to work out arrange- 
ments for long-term U.N. moni- 
toring of its industries that have 
potential military applications. 

But a letter from Iraq’s foreign 
minister sent Oct. 28 sought to 
renegotiate the terms of twp 
Security Council resolutions 
establishing the long-term moni- 
toring. 

Mr. Aziz dismissed as “false 
accusations'* the council's find- 
ings that very few missing persons 
or detainees have been released 
since March 1992, and that hun- 
dreds are believed to be still 
inside Iraq. 

“Where does Iraq’s interest lie 
in holding Kuwaitis and refusing 
to return such persons?" he 
asked, calling it a propaganda 
ploy. “Iraqi authorities hold no 
one, neither from Kuwait nor 
from any other nation." 

The Kuwaiti information 

(Continued on page 5) 
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A LIFE OF DESPAIR: A Somalian mofiier 
feeds her chBd at a feeding centre in Kamora 


Adon, in western Somalia, five kilometres 
from the Kenyan border. 


Qatar boycotts GCC meeting, 
welcomes call for Arab summit 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Qatar for 
the third time Tuesday boycotted 
a meeting of the Saudi Arabian- 
led Gulf Cooperation Co until, 
(GCC), indicating a major crack 
in the 12-ycar-old affiance. 

- Qatari Foreign Minister Shdkh 
Hamad Bin Jassem A1 Thani did 
not show up for the meeting with 
his counterparts from Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to line up the agenda for 
tire animal summit of their lead- 
6TS. 

Instead. Sheikh Al Thani 
tinned his attention to the wider 
Arab World and issued a state- 
ment in Doha with warm wel- 
come for the call from Moroccan 
King Hassan for an em e rg e ncy 
pan- Arab stunmit conference that 
would “restore the lost pan-Arab 
solidarity." 

“The state of Qatar supports 
these good efforts and blesses 
them out of firm faith in the 
importance of deepening under- 
standing among the Arab states 


and restoring Arab solidarity," 
said die statement distributed by 
the official Qatar news agency. 

Because of a border dispute 
with Saudi Arabia, which flared 
oo Sept. 30, Qatar also was ab- 
sent from recent meetings in 
Kuwait, first of GCC defence 
ministers and then interior minis- 
ters. 

Officials said tile five foreign 
ministers present at the two-day 
meeting now have a priority of 
finding means of convincing 
Qatar to bring its differences for 
settlement at the council nego- 
tiating table. 

But the statement put from 
Doha indicated that Qatar was 
eager to fan out the dispnte on a 
wider Arab level. The six GCC 
states also belong to the 21- 
member Arab League. 

The foreign ministers meeting 
sets the stage for the GCC sum- 
mit in Atm Dhabi, scheduled to 
start Dec. 21. 

GCC Secretary-General 
Abdullah Bishara said Monday 


the alliance was working “quiet- 
ly” to contain the Qatar-Saudi 
dispute and the Saudi Arabian 
monarch King Fahd has repeated 
in a weekend interview that the 
dispute was “a passing doud” 
and the differences as being those 
within one family. 

Golf diplomatic circles still 
think there is a chance that the 
Emir of Qatar Sheikh Khalifa Bin 
Hamad Al Thani will attend the 
summit, noting that the crisis 
developed in the middle of a 
two-month holiday in September 
and October. His son. the crown 
prince and defence minister. 
Sheikh Hamad, was in charge of 
the country. 

The GCC alliance was created 


OIC to 
pressure U.N. 

to use force 
in Bosnia 

JEDDAH (AP) — Muslim Na- 
tions will push the United Na- 
tions to dispatch a military force 
to embattled Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and are willing to contribute men 
and funds for the operation, the 
head of the Islamic Conference 
said Tuesday. 

Hamid A I Gabid added that 
Islamic countries were also ready 
to rush arms to Muslims locked in 
a losing battle against ethnic 
Serbs, if a U.N. arms embargo 
imposd on all parties in die con- 
flict last May were lifted. 

He was speaking ahead of an 
emergency meeting of the 47- 
member Organisation of the Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) due to 
convene here Dec. 1. The two- 
day ministerial conference will 
discuss the plight of the Bosnian 
Muslims. 

It will be the second emergency 
conference by the Islamic foreign 
ministers on Bosnia in six 
months. 

“The Islamic countries are 
ready to put units for the U.N. 
military force if the Security 
Council decided to form it. They 
are also willing to supply arms to 
Bosnia if the embargo is lifred,” 
Mr. Gabid said. 

He added that “the conference 
will also call for a partial lifting of 
the arms embargo against Bosnia 
so that the Bosnian people will be 
able to defend themselves." 

Mr. Gabid said OIC foreign 
ministers will be looking for ways 
to pressure the U.N. Security 
Council for the use of military 
force to end the crisis. 

He did not specify the nature of 
the “pressures.” 

He added, however, that “the 
U.N. is an effective machine in 
the new world order” which 
should not be bypassed. 

Mr. Gabid said he had no 
knowledge of Muslim countries 
helping the Bosnian Muslims, 
supplying them with oil and other 
material. 

“But anything may happen if 
the economic blockade against 
Serbia is not tightened,’* be said. 

Mr. Gabid called for more Isla- 
mic support to neighbouring 
Croatia, which is hosting more 
than a million Bosnian refugees. 

More than 14,000 people have 
been killed in fighting that broke 
out after the republic's majority 
Muslims and Croats voted in 
February for independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

Rain storm 
comes to 
a gradual end 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The rain 
storm that affected the country 
for the last three days is expected 
to come to a gradual end 
Wednesday but temperatures will 
remain below their annual aver- 
age, according to broadcasts by 
the Department of Meteorology. 

. Weathermen also say temper- 
atures in Amman will rise to 12 
degrees celsuis Wednesday. 

Meanwhile the Ministry of 
Agriculture has urged fanners to 
start sowing cereals in expecta- 
tions of a good rain season. . 

“The coming agricultural sea- 
son seems to be promising and 
the farmers are advised to grow 
cereals in the largest possible 
area,” Minister of Agriculture 
Fayez Khasawneh told Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Wednes- 
day. 

The minister said farmers 
whose lands receive an annual- 
rainfall average of 350 mil- 
limetres are advised to sow wheat 
while those farming lands that 
receive less rain should plant 
barely. 

Dr. Khasawneh urged farmers 
to get improved seeds from the , 
Jordan Cooperative Organisation 
(JCO) which will also provide 
them with fertilisers and gui- 
dance. 

The Council of Ministers ear- , 
lier this month approved a JCO 
request to distribute JD 300,000 
annually for the coming five years 
to fanners developing their lands 
within the framework of a de- , 
velopment project financed by j 


by the six conservative nations of F °od Programme 

the oil-rid) region in 1981 to ( WFP | The “ Dn ° 1 ^ earlier 


confront the threats from stron- 
ger forces, at the time mainly the 
communist threat in Afghanistan 
and the fundamentalist Islamic 
revolution of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini in Iran. 


agreed to provide the Agriculture 
Credit Organisation (ACC) with 
JD 5 million to be extended to 
farmers in soft loans. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams- 

Prince Hassan blames Western 
media for distorting image of Islam 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday blamed die media for 
distorting the West's perception 
of the Middle East, its peoples 
and Islam. 

“War and peace in the Middle 
East has depended to some de- 
gree on public perception of tire 
'peoples, religions and cultures of 
my region, which have been 
molded — and occasionally dis- 
torted — by the informed 
media.” Prince Hassan said in an 
address at the British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts in Lon- 
don. 

“Particularly troubling at pre- 
sent.” said Prince Hassan, “is the 
tendency to portray the Islamic 
world as on differentiated mono- 
lith of violence and fundamental- 
ism,” said Prince Hassan at the 
sixth a ward- giving ceremony of 
the One World Broadcasting 
Trust. 

Emphasising the important 
role of the media in a world of 
instant communications. Prince 
Hassan said “global satellite tech- 
nology ... laid solid foundations 
for the inter-linked community of 
peoples, envisaged by (Marshal) 
Mduthan: The global village.” 

However, Prince Hassan 
warned against the danger of 
disinformation, saying “the Mid- 
dle East knows the ... consequ- 
ences of the easy stereotype and 
the slick generalisation.' 1 

Prince Hassan said “mutual 
understanding based on an 



awareness of fundamental human 
inter-connectedness must be the 
guiding ethos.” Awareness of this 
interdependence and the respon- 
sibility that comes with it, he said, 
is the first braiding blocks of a 
viable global village. 

Noting that the Middle East is 
“topical" only when it is violent," 
Prince Hassan said that “peace 
can be as sensational as war, 
achievements can be as topical as 
collapses.” 

The Prince said the bottom line 
of a news story must be the 
human being, pointing that “no 
matter bow tempting it is to 
analyse a region in purely 
strategic or economic terms, the 
human dimention must remain 


uppermost: for a village, albei^; 
global, is a collection of diverse 
individuals.” 

Highlighting the potential of, 
broadcast media to promote this 
concept, the Prince referred to ^ 
the success of Life Aid in raising'., 
awareness and resources for the.^ 
vitims of famine in East Africa! - ‘ 

The power of the broadcast^ 
media, he said, often exceeds thaf - 
of governments. , 

Prince Hassan said tire mediae 
can play a great role in easing'* 
human suffering by addressing , 
issues in a balanced comprehend - 
sive manner and the articulation 1 ‘ 
of perspectives and workable 
solutions. 

Prince Hassan said the tele- 1 * 
communications revolution has ' 
put unprecedented responsibility.' 
on policy-makers because the'- 
consequences of their decisions 
are “felt more widely, more im- 
mediately than ever before." i* 1 

Prince Hassan expressed hopeL 
that tiie developing ’global mind* 
would not be ‘‘dominated by one; 
perspective to the exclusion of ad 
others — would not be a unipolar.- 7 
mind — but rattier one capable of 
embracing and utilising the vast' 
richness of all human experience, 
and thereby becoming more than 
the sum of its parts. 

Prince Hassan later presented 
the One World Broadcasting 
Trust Awards for this year’s best 
radio and television programmes 
on developmental and environ- 
mental issues. 


Palestinians convinced peace 
talks need ‘new driving force’ 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestinian 
leadership emerged from a three- 
day meeting in Tunis this week 
convinced of the need for a new 
driving force to inject life into the 
stalemated Palestinian-Israeli 
peace talks. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Palestinian 
peace negotiators have therefore 
agreed to pursue a “programme 
of intense activity” with the pur- 
pose of generating regional and 
international support for the 
Palestinian-Israeli talks. 

“Without a new driving force," 
said PLO Executive Committee 
member Suleiman Najjab, “the 
peace talks will become a routine 
process from which only Israel 
will benefit." 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times Tuesday, Mr. Najjab said 
there was a consensus among 
participants in the Tunis meeting 
that the talks with Israel were not 
heading in the direction agreed to 
upon the launching of the peace 
talks in Madrid last year. 

Mr. Najjab said the principles 
outlined letters of invitations to 
the talks as well as the letter of 
assurances which identified U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 


and 338 as the bases for the 
negotiations do not seem to be 
guiding the talks 13 months after 
they were launched. 

Although the next round of 
talks was set for Dec. 7 in 
Washington, Mr. Najjab insisted 
that whether the Palestinians 
attend the next round of the talks 
or was not the most pressing issue 
now. “The issue is how to create 
a driving force to give tire nego- 
tiations the necessary push." 

The PLO official said that 
efforts to gather support for the 
Palestinian-Israeli track will be 
directed at the co=sponsors of the 
talks, mainly the new U.S. admi- 
nistration led by President-elect 
Bill Clinton, Europe, the U.N. 
and Arab countries. 

Mr. Najjab identified the fol- 
lowing points as the major 
reasons why, according to the 
Palestinians, the talks went 
wrong. The failure of the U.S. to 
“live up to its word” and lack of 
commitment to its letter of assur- 
ances, collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion, leaving die talks under the 
control of one biased side (the 
U.S.), which has historically sup- 
ported Israel; 

— The absence of an active 
U.N. role, “although the basis.of 
the negotiations are U.N. resolu- 
tions;” 


— The “weakening" of the 
European role in the peace pro- 
cess; 

— Different Arab interpreta- 
tions of a “comprehensive solu- 
tion” to the Arab-IsraeU conflict 

— Mr. Najjab said the Palesti- 
nian interpretation of a compre- 
hensive solution meant a foil im- 
plementation of Security Conned 
Resolution 242, “Israeli with- 
drawal from all the territories it 
occupied since 1967, including 
Jerusalem." 

Mr. Najjab said solving the 
refugee problem is also part of 
the Palestinian problem. He said 
the issue of security and borders, 
of the countries in the area can- 
not be defined except in a com- 
prehensive solution. 

“This is basic, regardless of any 
progress made in this or that 
track in the negotiations,” Mr. 
Najjab said. , 

Reports from Tunis said the 
Palestinians were divided on 
whether to participate in the next 
round of talks and on the condi-; 
dons of participation. White 
some called for complete with-; 
drawal from the talks, otbeis- 
demanded either delaying the' 
next round or full participation*.' 
Observers, however, believe tt^e 
Palestinians will decide to attend 
the Dec. 7 round. 


France ‘retains’ right to veto EC-U.S. accord 


PARK (AP) — France cannot 
immediately veto the LLS. Euro- 
pean Community (EC) farm 
accord, but French officials said 
Tuesday that Paris retains its 
option to single-handedly block 
the deal when a final General 
Agr eeme nt on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) package comes to the 
EC for a vote. 

But the officials stressed that 
France will try to soften the farm 
accord short of unilaterally killing 
its provisions by axing EC 
approval of a world trade pack- 
age involving 108 nations. 

Legally, France can veto the 
12-nation ECs acceptance of any 
proposed deal reached on the 
GATT, the officails said. 

Such action would cast France 
in villain in Europe and around 
the world, destroying the hopes 
of 108 countries for a pact that 
could relaunch stagnant econo- 
mics with an estimated S20O bil- 
lion in new trade. 

“Of course we don’t renounce 
using the veto." said Caroline 
Malaussena, European Affairs 
spokeswoman at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

“If there's another possibility, 
that’s better. We hope to pursue 
discussions on the GATT, and 
we’ll see later." 

For the moment, though, 
France cannot veto the accord 


reached Friday between EC and 
U.S. negotiators on subsidy cuts 
to European farmers, which 
Washington has viewed as the 
main obstacle to a GATT deal. 

The accord averted U.S. trade 
sanctions on $200 million of EC 
form products, but has sparked 
nationwide protests from 
France's politically powerful for- 
mers, who see subsidy cuts as a 
threat to their livelihoods. 

In Calais, about 50 formers 
snarled traffic with tractors and 
dumped unsold apples before the 
tome of a local legislator before 
setting tires and straw alight be- 
fore a government building. 

Premier Pierre Beregovoy 
threatened Sunday to veto the 
deal as a last resort. Officials 
noted Tuesday that under com- 
plex EC rules, no veto is possible 
until a legal motion goes before 
the council of ministers, the fore- 
ign ministers of the 12 states. 

They must decide, on the baas 
of whether “vital national in- 
terests” are at stake, whether 
voting is by qualified majority or 
unanimity. 

Unanimity would be used if all 
the countries feel their vital in- 
terests are on the line. Qualified 
majority voting, used in most 
circumstances, means that one 
large country, like France, and 
two smaller ones can block the 


motion. 

But if a qualified majority 
seems likely to vote against 
France, Pam can unilaterally de- 
clare vital interests at stake and 
prevent a vote from being held 
until a consensus is reached -—in, 
essense, vetoing the motion. • J ‘ 

The European Commission, 
the ECs executive body, ex-, 
-amines the farms accords 
Wednesday to judge whether 
they are compatible with interhpl 
subsidy reforms adopted earlier 
tilts spring. France insists they aye 
not. t _ 

But the provisions are likely 
only to be voted on only as part.of 
a complete GATT package in- 
cluding services, intellectual 
property and other trade aspects 
besides agriculture. r 


tinue, Paris can work soften 
the accords, or at leastaliave time 
for the passions ljinleashed by 
them to cool, the ( officials said. 

“The moment -to really prp- 
nounce ourselves/ is when there’s 
a global, balanced accord,” said 
Mr. Mao lans seiya. “It’s a bit early 
fo talk about d veto." 

The national (assembly debars 
the agricultural/ accords Wednes- 
day. Farm unicSns have called far 
massive nationwide protests. 

(Continued ou page Si 
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Middle East News 


Syria bars U.S. counterterrorism 
delegation; wants name cleared 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Syria, 
eager to be cleared of links to 
terrorism, has baned visits by 
U.S. counterterrorism delega- 
tions for the past six months 
because the Bush administration 
would not guarantee Syria would 
be struck from the State Depart- 
ment’s list of nations that support 
terrorism, the department’s 
spokesman has said. 

‘They want us to be able to 
make a promise that we obviously 
can’t make,” Richard Boucher 
said. ‘Taking them off the list 
would depend on changes so that 
they would no longer offer safe 
haven and support” 

Syria has been on the list since 
it was first compiled in 1979. The 
State Department is in the midst 
of preparing its report on terror- 
ism to Congress. It is due in 
January. 

The five other countries on the 
list are Iran, Iraq, North Korea, 
Cuba and Libya. They are treated 
virtually as outcasts by the U.S. 
government. 


Unlike them, Syria has full 
diplomatic relations with the Un- 
ite! States and contributed troops 
to the war against Iraq in 1991. It 
aim plays a pivotal role in U S. 
efforts to settle the Arab-Israefi 
conflict. 

Syria was credited with helping 
free American hostages held in 
Lebanon by militant fun- 
damentalists linked to Iran. 
Syria, unlike most Arab govern- 
ments, has friendly ties to 
Tehran. 

Syrian and Israeli negotiators 
have been meetuig under U.S. 
and Russian auspices for more 
than a year. The talks centre on 
Syria's demand for return of the 
Golan Heights, a strategic strip 
lost in fibe 1967 Middle East war, 
and Israel's quest for peace and 
security. 

“The significance of that is 
hard to exaggerate,” Dennis 
Ross, head of the department’s 
policy planning staff, said Mon- 
day of Syria’s participation in the 


States and Syria continued to 
have “a direct and frank dia- 
logue” on terrorism in Washing- 
ton and in Damascus. “The Sy- 
rians know our concerns about 
their providing safe haven and 
support to terrorist groups, which 
is why they remain on the terror- 
ism list.” 


peace talks. “It sends a message 
to everyone m the area.” 

Syria had taken a strong stand 
a gains t negotiations with Israel 
and was considered a leader of 
the “rejectionist” camp. 

In their talks Syria and Israel 
are beginning to approach “the 
problem-solving stage,” Mr. Ross 
said in a response to questions 
after a speech here. 

By contrast, Muwaffiq AI 
Allaf , the chief Syrian negotiator, 

.said last Friday his government 

might reconsider its participation wujo uxe to see suen exa 
in the talks if Israel did not yield produce positive results... 
the Golan Heights. “We are the 
party whose territory is under 
occupation, so waiting is not in 
our interest,” he saicL 

The last U.S. delegation to visit 
Damascus to discuss terrorism 
went there in May 1991. It was 
headed by Morris Busby, then 
bead of the department’s Office 
to Counter Terrorism and now 
U.S. ambassador to Colombia. 

Mr. Boucher said the Unired 


Mr. Boucher added: "They 
have told us they would like to 
see any further delegation visits 
result in getting them off the 
terrorist list, and we told them we 
would like to see such exchanges 


The spokesman declined to say 
whether Syria, in the U.S. judge- 
ment, now had a better record 
than in the past. But he said Syria 
would have to change its way to 
be taken off the list. 

He declined to identify any of 
the groups Syria allegedly assists. 

The Washington Times carried 
a front-page account Monday of 
Syria’s refusal to permit U.S. 
delegations to visit Damascus. 


U.N. blames Turkish Cypriots for lack of progress 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali saddled the Turkish Cyp- 
riots with the lion's share of 
blame for lack of progress in the 
latest round of negotiations 
aimed at ending the division of 
Cyprus. 

In a written report to the 
Security Council, be proposed a 
series of confidence-building me- 
asures to help smooth the way 
when Cypriot President George 
Vassiliou and Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash meet again 
in March under his auspices. 

“The outcome of the joint 
meetings that were held in the 
period Oct. 28 to Nov. 11 has not 
met expectations,” Dr. Ghali 
said. 

Referring to a set of ideas and a 
map which be presented to both 
sides in July as the basis for 
establishing a bi-zona! , bi- 
communal federation, he wrote: 

“I have found that the posi- 
tions of the Turkish Cypriot side 
are fundamentally at variance 
with the set of ideas under three 
broad headings: A. the concept 
of the federation B. displaced per- 
sons and C. territorial adjust- 
ments.” 

These are key issues which 
involve how much territory the 


■Turkish Cypriots would have to 
surrender under a final settle- 
ment, and arrangements for re- 
patriating or compensating some 

160.000 Greek Cypriots and 

45.000 Turkish Cypriots uprooted 
when Turkish troops occupied 
die north of the island in 1974 
after a short-lived coup in Nico- 
sia. 

Dr. Ghah noted the Greek 
Cypriot side “declared that it 
accepted provisions of the set of 
ideas. However, such declara- 
tions were frequently accompa- 
nied by provisos. These questions 
should be cleared up at the forth- 
coming joint meetings in a man- 
ner that does not deviate from the 
set of ideas.” 

Reserving his strongest criticism 
for the Turkish Cypriot side, he 
said: “The objective of Mr. De- 
nktash ’s position is to have the 
two communities living separate- 
ly, as practically homogenous 
ethnic groups. The solution 
sought by Mr. Denktash is incom- 
patible with the set of ideas, 
which seeks to take account of 
practical difficulties, but not in a 
manner that would negate the 
right to return and the right to 
property, as well as with accepted 
international standards and prac- 
tices.” 


Dr. Ghali suggested even clos- 
er involvement by the Security 
Council, whose five permanent 
members — the United States, 
Russia, Britain, France and Chi- 
na — sought to pressure 
Mr. Denktash during the last 
round of talks and at previous 
sessions earlier in the year. 


where the two sides are in close 
proximity of a 1989 agreement 
under which both sides stopped 
manning certain positions and 
patrolling certain areas in Nico- 
sia. 


“In this connection, I believe 
that the time may have come to 
give ftiller form to the decision of 
die Security Council, reflected in 
its Resolution 750 (1992) of April 
10 1992, to be seized of this 
matter ‘on an ongoing and (more) 
direct basis,”' the secretary- 
general said. 

Saying the recent meetings in- 
dicated a “deep crisis of confi- 
dence between the two sides,” he 
said prospects for progress would 
be greatly enhanced if 
confidence-building measures 
were adopted by each side. These 
included: 


— The U.N.-controlled area 
should be extended to include 
Varosha, the modern part of the 
town of Famagusta to which ac- 
cess is controlled by Turkish 
troops but has remained unoccu- 
pied since 1974. 

— Die promotion of people-to- 
peopie contact by reducing travel 
restrictions across the buffer 


zone. 


— The reduction of the num- 
ber of Turitish troops on the 
island to their level of a decade 
ago, accompanied by the suspen- 
sion of a weapons-acquisition 
programme on the Greek Cypriot 
side. 

— Extension to all areas of a 
U.N.-controlled buffer zone 


— Reducing restrictions on 
foreign visitors crossing the zone 
— The proposal by both sides 
of bi-communa! projects, to 
which lending and donor nations 
and international institutions 
should give preference. 

— Both sides should commit 
themselves to a Cyprus-wide cen- 
sus, under U.N. auspices. 

— Both sides should cooperate 
to enable the United Nations to 
conduct feasibility studies con- 
cerning the resettlement and re- 
habilitation of Turitish Cypriots 
who would be affected by territo- 
rial adjustments as part of an 
overall settlement. 


U.N. finds torture, executions commonplace in Iran 


UNITED NATIONS (AF) — 
Iran is malting "excessive" use of 
the death penalty, and earlier this 
year hanged one-third of those 
condemned for political crimes, a 
U.N. report said. 

In the report, a U.N. human 
rights investigator found that tor- 
ture is often used illegally to force 
false confessions from the ac- 
cused, and legal procedures may 
be unfair and summary. 

Oppression of followers of the 
Baha’i religion has been stepped 
up, with arbitrary arrests and 
detentions continuing, the report 
said. A Baha'i man was executed 
this year for no apparent reason, 
after a 316-year suspension of 
executions of Baha’is. 

The report was to be intro- 
duced into the General Assembly 
subcommittee that deals with hu- 
man rights issues Tuesday; the 
whole General Assembly is ex- 
pected to adopt it m December. 

A copy of the report was 
obtained by the Associated Press 
Monday. 

The Iranian mission to the Un- 
ited Nations did not return a 
telephone call Monday seeking 
comment on the report. 

“It is appropriate to maintain 
international supervision of the 
human rights situation” in fa 
concluded Reynaldo G«Jinou 1 ull. 
of El Salvador, an investigator 
appointed by the U.N. Commis- 
sion on Human Rights. 

The leader of the main Iranian 
resistance group, Massoud Rajavj 


of the National Council of Resist- 
ance of Iran, said in a statement 
released in New York that "the 
mullah’s dictatorship does not en- 
joy any legitimacy among the peo- 
ple of Iran, and the contemporary 
world as a whole.” 

He demanded that govern- 
ments impose an international 
arms and oil embargo “on this 
anti-human regime and recognise 
its democratic alternative.” 

Mr. Galindo relied on visits to 
Iran, press reports, responses 
from the Iranian government and 
interviews with Iranian expatri- 
ates to compile his report. 

“Reliable information has been, 
gathered on the use of torture 
and ill-treatment to obtain con- 
fessions or to prepare evidence to 
incriminate people who apparent- 
ly have no knowledge of the 
alleged offenses under investiga- 
tion,” Mr. Galindo found. 

“It can be stated that there 
definitely are confirmed cases of 
persons who recently have been 
subjected to torture and that 
political prisoners in particular do 
not have any guaranteed protec- 
tion against torture,” he said. 

Mr. Galindo cited the case of 
Amir Entezam, the vice-premier 
and spokesman for the first pro- 
visional revolutionary govem- 
!i formed after the shah fled 
in 1979. Mr. Entezam “has been 
tortured, kept in solitary confine- 
ment for 550 days at a stretch and 
been denied visits for 2Vt years.” 
He currently is ill and is being 


denied treatment, Mr. Galindo 
said. 

“Common methods of physical 
torture reportedly include sus- 
pension for long periods m con- 
torted positions, burning with 
cigarettes and, most frequently, 
severe and repeated beating with 
cables or other instruments on 
the back and the soles of the 
feet,” Mr. Galindo said. “It was 
reported that sometimes a blank- 
et or doth is stuffed into the 
victim’s month to stop him or her 
from screaming and making it 
hard to breathe properly.” 

Torture to force confessions or 
exact infoimation is forbidden 
under Iran's constitution, but Mr. 
Galindo noted that prohibition 
“continues to be flouted.” 

Mr. Galindo said there were 
224 pabticty reported executions 
from Jan a ary- July 1992, ind tid- 
ing 66 for political crimes. Iranian 
defendants are executed by hang- 
ing. “There is excessive applica- 
tion of the death penalty ...,” Mr. 
Galindo said. 

Baha’is have come in for par- 
ticular persecution in Iran, Mr. 
Galindo said. 

“It has been reported that, 
since 1979, Baha'is have been 
systematically harassed and dis- 
criminated against for their reli- 
gious beliefs and that 199 Baha’is 
have been killed; 15 other Baha’is 
have disappeared and are pre- 
sumed dead. 

“It was said that the arbitrary 
arrest and detention of Baha'is 


continues in Iran,” Mr. Galindo 
said. 

Further, Baha'is are not recog- 
nised as having religious marriage 
or divorce rights, or inheritance 
rights. They are barred from en- 
try lo colleges and other higher 
institutions. As “unprotected in- 
fidels,” their civil rights are often 
disregarded, and many Baha'is 
are refused jobs. 


A U.S. spokesman for the 
Baha'i community, which is hold- 
ing its world congress in New 
York this week, also denounced 
Iran. 

"The most recent wave of 
persecution is said to have pro- 
foundly affected a whole genera- 
tion of Baha’is in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran,” said Firuz 
Kazemzadeh. 


“Reportedly, they have been 
repeatedly offered relief from 
persecution if they were prepared 
to recant their forth,” he said. 

Mr. Galindo also dted other 
abuses against Iranians who pro- 
tested against the government. 

After riots broke out in April 
and May in the cities of Mashhad 
and Shiraz, provoked by govern- 
ment attempts to clear away 
shantytowns, '‘people were sent- 
enced following unfair trials and 
procedures,” Mr. Galindo found. 

At least 18 persons were con- 
demned to death. Mr. Galindo 
said, and “new public demonstra- 
tions in September are expected 
to result in further executions.” 



Italian actress S ophia Loren carries a Somali child on her aims at 
Aaidoa hospital (AFP photo) 


Sophia Loren cradles 
starving Somali babies 


BULLA HOWA, Somalia (R) — Film idol Sophia Loren held 
skeletal babies in her arms when she visited famine-hit Somalia as 
a goodwill ambassador for the U.N. Monday. 

“It’s a tragedy on a Biblical scale,” said Ms. Loren, who went 
to the Somali town of Bulla Howa, dose to the Kenyan border, 
with officials of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees and 
some 40 journalists. 

But Ms. Loren, 58, said she saw "signs of joy” among the 
hundreds of refugees who had left squalid camps in Kenya to 
return to villages they fled months ago. 

Mortality has plummeted in the Kenyan camps, which hold 
422,000 refugees. Relief agendes are giving out food and seeds to 
encourage Somalis to go home. 

“Two weeks ago this boy couldn't walk,” a Belgian Mededns 
Sans Frontieres worker told Ms. Loren, pointing out a stick-thin 
child at a feeding centre in the Kenyan town of Mandera. 

To shouts of approval from a battery of paparazzi, Italy’s 
notorious celebrity photographers, Ms. Loren then spoon fed 
infants. 

On Sunday Ms. Loren visited Baidoa, the southwestern Somali 
town where dozens of people are still dying of famine months 
after the world launched i* massive relief efforts. 

“The impact of children like skeletons, of disease, were so 
brutal. As soon as I dosed my eyes last night these images came 
back and I had a terrible night,” Ms. Loren told Reuters". 

U.N. officials Pan os Mourn tzis said the world body hoped to 
raise at least $300,000 in donations from the four-day publicity 
trip, which cost a tenth of that. 
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Yemen leader outlines pre-election^ 
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U.N. chief urged to back Ubyaqil«jj 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy) 
UN Secretary General Boutros Ghah to back a 
fwuS* since it had failed to comply 
speeding 5= extradition of suspectsmthe 198& bomfcag 
Amjet over Scotland. A spokeswoman for the^M ag 
Democrat said he emerged from 
secretary general wants to see tinsissue 
ES&. Kennedy and rune other senators had i 
President George Bush urging fam to pressjar^y 
against Libya in early December, wjen i tb *J**& 
S>xnjrjtv Council reviews economic sanctions against Ig 
emrti sanctions againsj Libya have 
the senators wrote.. “An embargo... which does mt mg 
unlikely to do more than serve as a nuisance^ for th 
government.” * 


Sudan seizes 5 for possessing alp 


KHARTOUM (R) — Rve foreigners, ™tofing 
flnwwig. jail or fines, after being seized by Sudanese Moj 
fflegal possession of akoboL. State tetewnon reported 
night that the five, whose natKm&5ties were not given,- 
found with alcohol worth three million Sudanese pounds 
in a Khartoum suburb. Consumption, possessor, or tais 
of alcohol is forbidden here following the nnpasitiQbi 
Sharia Law in March. JS 


Waves sweep Beirut seaside restating 


BEIRUT (AP) — • High waves swept away scores oTsi 

restaurants and blizzards trapped dozens of motors . . 

moun tains above Beirut Monday as the first storm off""" 
strut* Lebanon. Police said there were no casualties in; - n t 
destroyed restaurants along the 100-mfie .(1604 ;‘nt I*- 
Mediterranean coastline between Lebanon's somhettrf ‘ r 
Tyre and the northern port city of Tripoli. They were m 
at the time. Civil defence units took eight boon 
temperatures to rescue some 50 motorists marooned by sf '1 
Da hr AI Baidar stretch of the Beirut-Damascus Highway 
in north Lebanon’s Cedars Mountains, police said. Sof 
most of Beirut’s streets, causing endless traffic jams:-' 


Israel sends aid to Somalia 


-■a 


*ttt AVIV (AP) — The Israeli government is so& 
Somalia through a philanthropist once imprisoned for nr 
the FLO because he is acceptable to the MusQf 
Philanthropist Abie Nathan will use $500,000 raised Aft* 
niiinrstri eFto set-up a refugee camp on die Kes'eya-Sos# 
an Israel^oreign. Ministry statement said Moaday.iMiii 
served two. sentences of less than a year for viobmgas : 
.against meeting with officials of the PLO . Deputy Fonagj 
Yossi Beilin was quoted by Israel television as saying. 
Nathan’s meetings with PLO officials make hnn aa^ 
go-between with the Somalis. Somalia does not reedgtii 


Violence shows fragility of Somali relief plan 


NAIROBI (R) — One balmy 
night last week, 20 young aid 
workers in the ruined Somali 
town of Baidoa held a party to let 
off steam after their duly struggle 
against famine, disease and 
death. 

A frill moon cast shadows on 
their compound. Beer imported 
in the same aircraft that ferry 
relief food flowed freely. There 
was a Saturday night air and the 
scent of blossom after rain. 

‘‘Things are getting better 
here,” a Red Cross worker told a 
visitor. “Security has improved, 
there are fewer gunmen and 
we’re getting the daily death toll 
down dramatically — if s 70 now. 
It used to be 4CK).” 

Seventeen hours later scores of 
heavily-armed gunmen ambushed 
a convoy of trucks bringing relief 
grain to Baidoa. They hijacked at 
least eight of the trucks along 
with their precious cargoes. 

“Bullets were whizzing every- 
where. I took out my rosary and 
prayed. My two Red Gross com- 
panions prayed," said writer Ed- 
ward Sheehan, who drove into 
the attack but escaped. 

Two days later gunmen attack- 
ed a United Nations force of 150 
Pakistani troops guarding relief 
operations at Mogadishu Airport. 
The same afternoon 18 aid work- 
ers trying to relax on the beach 


were ambushed by predatory 
gunmen. 

“Here we go again,” said a 
U.N. relief worker in Nairobi. 
“It’s back to square oue. Tin 
helmet time. God would I like to 
teach those bastards a lesson.” 


He and others in the multi- 
million dollar operation to stop at 
least one million Somalis starving 
to death said that the attacks 
show that the relief campaign is 
still at the mercy of gunmen vying 
for control over the carcass of 
Somalia. 


Bardere from a rival warlord, aid 
workers said. 

“I saw Aidid’s boys coming 
back from Bardere. They told me 
they had had no food, no water 
and no money so they bad come 
back to Baidoa,” said Mr. 
Sheehan, who is writing a book 
on what the U.N. calls the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. 


They also cnidy highlight the 
U.N.’s inability to stamp its au- 
thority on a nation tom apart by 
dan feuding and the huge prob- 
lems the world body will face if it 
ever sends a long-mooted 3,500- 
strong relief protection force 
there. 


They believe that the aid 
machine has gathered consider- 
able momentum in the past few 
weeks and that it has famed back 
the frontiers of famine from the 
dark days of June and July when 
at least 1,000 people were 
perishing every day. 

The recent convoy ambush was 
dearly mounted by supporters of 
warlord Mohammad Farah Aidid 
because they have not been paid 
or fed during a campaign to re- 
capture the southern town of 


Gen. AkticTs pride and nation- 
al standing suffered a severe set- 
back in October when the son-in- 
law of ousted President Moham- 
mad Siad Bane, Siad Hersi Mor- 
gan, captured Bardere" some 300 
kflometres southwest of Mogar 

dirii n- 

Their feud symbolises the state 
of a nation which has crumbled 
into feuding dan fiefdoms since 
warlords united to drive Gen.- 
Siad Bane from the capital in 
January last year. 

Mr. Morgan’s forces still con- 
trol the town and Gen. Aidid is 
furious that the U.N. and private 
relief agencies have held talks 
with his Somali National Front 
(SNF) to get assurances about 
their safety so they can stop 
hundreds there dying dail y. 

Hie negotiations were tanta- 
mount to recognition of Mr. Mor- 
gan’s authority over the town and 
enraged Gen. Aidid, who has 
vowed to recapture it irrespective 


of how many dyings 

foreign relief staff ate. 

at the time. 

He has apparentip- - 
from attacking the p r 
because of supply ,pri. ,4, > 
shaky alliances withjj. * 
Humiliated on the* ^ , 
Gen. Aidid withdrejr -i u > 

to the deployment aft 
to stop gunmen pluad 
supplies at the tut 
ordered them to witt. 


deli 


sds 


An angry U.S. Sta . 
meat official said tba 
persists in this . 
dearly have denned!; 
responsible for AhM* 
of starvation.” < .. 

The force was depk 
first phase of a pi* 
gunmen out of the nip ■- 
port, the hub of an flj . 
bring 20,000 tonne* ; 

Somalia monthly. ^ 
Aidid showbc \ 


Gen. 


and the State Depart ■* 

the afternoon raid 

between 14 and 40 ga — -- . . 

guards of the food oodV;w 

Baidoa. t /■ \ 

“I shall never forget IVj 

jumped into the car 
the shooting started \ ^ 
had killed 12 people r » ^ t f » * 
was hell,” samMr.'S r V 
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WEATHER 

BaOetia supplied by the Departiaeatof 
M e teo rolog y . 

h wffl be partly cloudy and winds 
win be northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds wi be nortberiy moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 

Amman 03/12 

Aqaba 12/22 

Deserts 04/14 

Jortfaui VaBey 09/19 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 1 1. Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 88 par cat. Aqaba 38 per 
fleet. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad AI Ghoul 790730 

Dr. MukUes Mmhrdt 820425 

Dr. Salman AI Daboubi 776751 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 6S4916 

Fzras pharmacy 66191 2 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naboukh pharmacy 62 3672 

At Satam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooubpoaniiaey 644945 

Shmcsaai pharmacy — 637660 

Namntjh pharmacy — 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DttQh 

Dr, Ma’an Barqawi f — ) 

AI Ouds pharmacy (-) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zt&d Hawatmeb 993267 

Kbafifeb pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centra 637111. 

Chril Defence Department 661111 

Gvfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

C5vfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637717 

Ftte Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Higbway Police 843402 

Traffic POfiee S96390 

httie Security Department — 630321. 

Hotel Gomplaiiiis 605800 

Price Compiaiiiis 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Infoimation 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas daBs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs..—. 623101 

AbdatiTdephcHK Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdevhfoq — — 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan E lecli'iuly Authority ... 815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alfa Inti. AirporL 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre . — 813813/32 
KhaBdi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkQch Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jsbaf Amman Maternity 6423 62 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmebani 664171/4 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 

Unrrcrsity Hospital ........... — 84584 5 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Abli, Abdab 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubajrecn ........ 777101/3 

AI- Bashir, J. Asfarmfich 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAJtQA: 

ZanpGovt. Hospital (09J 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (09r 

IbeSina Hospital (09/ 

AIKkno Modem Hospital (09)990996 


Priaces Basina Hospital 

Grad; Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

RmAJ Nates Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital ... (03)3141 1| 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This nUbrmatkm is supplied by Roy ml 
Jordaama (RJ) iofbimatioa depart- 
ment at the Queen Alfa latemaboaal 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


Aden/ 


«fcl5 

SMS .... 

M. 

uas 


Jeddah! 

=r££l 

. Dubai. Aba Dhabi ( 

.... London (F 


1645 Frankfort (RJ) 

WeSS Istanbul | 

........ New York, Amsterdam j 

I7iJI Brussels, Paris/ 

IfcM Madrid. Geneva/ 

IMS Rone, 

— - Damascus ( 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

■5*5 Dubai (AZ) 

Karachi (PI) 

WJS Cam s (MS) 

- Jeddah (SU) 

— Sanaa (TY) 

mS SZSiSK 

R^raMt^rttamLn (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

S3 

jjjS 

— • Amsterdam. New York | 

3 — 

22s45 


Other Flights (Tenn< 

06:25 ■Jrj 

SMS D”? 

•*15 - 

*25 ^ 

1138 . — 


13sM 


MARKET HOC 


■ price a ® 
Apple (rad) — 

Banana “■ 

(Mwfcmmnar) — — : 


Carrot — — ■ 

Cauliflower ......... 

Oi cu m bora (large) 
Cucumbers (smaH) 


Gra pe fru it 

l*wiiw .......... 

Marrow (targe) 
Marrow (buB) 
Onion (dry) .... 



Potato 
Tomato ..... 

fig 

Guava ....... 


*•-* • - 1 t i 




Green Olive — 



iy i 



Education conference 
«^*^5nds in agreement 

mrity'-X , '? fe » By Stephanie Genkin Participants alter 

“dietary *J£S ( and Sa’eda Kilani ferenee who repres 

»™> leria j ,hc Iordan Timor ^ Educanon J 


udiciary sy-^'Jh and Sa’eda Kilani 
nem btoadca ^: to the Jordan Times 
** to mobS^! 

accused the 7. 2 ^MAN — Experts, professors 
al Congre^ J. office in die educational 
es and the came to an agreement at the 
eminent has !■ r fc-of a three-day seminar Tues- 
ih Yemen. aJj^ on educational policies in 
nerai election J^^ 11 *"** formulated a list of 
ing iastin^-T ^raatic recommendations. 

t<Qas dear and definite policy on 
ack Ubwa . , jation focusing primarily on 
- ® C[| jhers^ conditions and inadequ- 

*aior Edws.*vi > fr^ng “ wel1 « paying 

Ghali to b?A ^ attention to the young chil- 
tocomplv^Vs neglected' needs were at 
ects in the forefront of the recommcnda- 

kes^-oman *?>• drawn up ' 

» the meeTins*- 'Kindergartens need to be- 
this issue 7 %J? 5 e an indispensable part of the 
te other senM* * rnment school.** one of the 
him to -> rs ‘ a . ‘Tapanis suggested. Dr. Yous- 
aber, when "i am ^ an * 3 master's student at 
mic sanciinn, t- University of Jordan said. 
iave been tnr.,l^- earnin B democratic prind- 
■eo wh:.'K and ways of implementing 
re as a -.. 00 ^ 1 ^® horn childhood must be a 

^isancg heistone in our educational 

:y," said another partidpant 
nn^aosi 1 also recommended that 
pCS&tsSSl fig -hers m ust get higher salaries 
•*;•>»»» . , greater incentives than they 

«cei v e- 

L ‘ “ ; / ^^reachers’ performance would 
* l ry ‘ Ieiev K:tfi! rustically improve if they have 
>n ?J* l ” fs i . ft ere aoijntial security,*" one partid- 
mittior. £tia£nes»; said. “Key officials must go 
|Mion, possesaop j. into the field and see for 
5i low ms ;he u-^oselvcs what is really going on 
iral schools where the situa- 
. . is dire and teachers, standard 

t SG3S: 33 raving is below the average,” 
as official at the Ministry of 
swep: d Ai;. >:o ; . cation who has been on a 
>peci u.*z«s 'ji -e-month tour in govemo- 
ay iL> :':c 'in: schools. 


Participants attending the con- 
ference, who represent the Minis- 
try of Education, Jordanian uni- 
versities and UNESCO, voiced 
their approval regarding the 
pressing need for an overall trans- 
formation and re-assessment of 
school books. 

"School books lack stimula- 
tion,” one partidpant said. "The 
material in most of the books is 
incoherent and sometimes exceed 
the levet of students in their 
different stages of teaming." Par- 
ticipants also recommended that 
more concentration be placed on 
a national educational policy 
based on comprehensive scien- 
tific research and that more con- 
ferences and seminars be held 
which tackle educational prob- 
lems in Jordan. They also prop- 
'osed that invitations be addressed 
to all experts in the field in 
Jordan in order to ensure a 
broader view on the educational 
problems and ways of solving 
them from a national perspective. 

"Why do we always look for 
the western model?,” questioned 
Dr. Ahmad Al Khatib. a profes- 
sor al Yarmouk University, inj 
reference to the working paper' 
submitted by Dr. Omar Al 
Sheikh which outlined the educa- 
tional system in the United States 
of America. "We suffer from 
cultural dependency on the west 
of which we must rid ourselves 
from by searching for other 
alternatives in Arab countries." 

Participants and officials 
mutually agreed that the three- 
day seminar bad been a resound- 
ing success. The recommenda- 
tions have yet to be endorsed by 
the Ministry of Education and 
UNESCO. 
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Minister opens housing 
state in Aqaba 


ABA (Petra) — A housing 
: J ’ te at Al Khazzan district in 
ba was inaugurated Monday 
Minis ter of Public Works and 
sing Saad Al Srour. 

:: ■ irector General of the Hous- 
:: -md Urban Development De- 
'= ’^meat (HUDD) Yousef 
ri^tsat told the inaagnration 
m/riting that the housing estate 
rfe benefits finated income 
r^pswassetupon 180 dunams 
:.:. ; and at the overall cost of 
: i i-5 million. The estate com- 
: •-» 660 bousing units jrfus a 
-• oping area for the local resi- 

s. Mr. Hiyasat said that the 

— -ect, which was built by the 
DD, will provide roads, wa- 
eleoridty and telephone net- 
ts, as well as a vocational 
V- ling centre for women and 
.■■;r services. 


Aqaba Region Authority Presi- 
dent Bassam Qaqish, ^vie- 
wed the housing developments 
in the port city and noted in 
particular the development of 
areas used by tourists and mea- 
sures taken to protect the en- 
vironment from pollution. 

Over the past 20 years, he said, 
the HUDD has carried out five 
bousing projects in Aqaba, build- 
ing -2,700 . housing units at. the 
overall cost of JD 25 million. 

He said that the department 
also developed 1060 units in the 
poor and workers districts of 
Saladdin and Shallaleh at the cost 
of JD 2.5 million. 

Currently, the HUDD is pre- 
paring to develop some at the old 
district of Aqaba situated on 200 
dunums of land at the cost of 
JD 3 million. 


ariiamentary delegation 
aves for Brussels 


'-MAN (Petra) — A Jordanian i 
'iiamentary delegation left 
---: man for Brussels Tuesday to 
” ;; : part in a Euro-Arab dia- 
:e which is due to begin 
. Inesday. 

,>e delegation leader, Marwan 
/ Casein, said that the ongoing 
j ' Israeli peace process and 
, i : j l - >-Arab relations will be high 
"he agenda. 

- r. Qasem, who is a member 
ii: Jordanian Upper House of 

^,:.-iament and a former foreign 
. st cr 1 said that the delegation 

‘ v focus attention on the special 
‘ V: "ionship between Jordan and 
European Community (EC). 


Jordan views this relationship as a 
strategic objective and not a tran- 
sitional end because the EC na- 
tions have a significant and effec- 
tive role to play in die interna- 
tional arena in the present and 
future stages, said Mr. Qasem. 

Before departing Mr. Qasem 
said that Arab parliamentarians 
taking part in the dialogue will 
hold a meeting to coordinate 
their countries positions. Jordan 
•will host this meeting at the 
Jordanian ambassador's resi- 
dence in Brussels before the 
meeting with the Europeans 
starts, said Mr. Qasem. 

The conference is due to last 
three days. 


Conference to 
iscuss eye treatment 


MAN (Petra) — Ophtbalmo- 
';is from Jordan, Arab and 
' |_.gn countries will take part in 
teral conference on eye treat- 
y\. which is dne to open 
nesday. 

.^embers of a committee pre- 
' ig for the conference told a 
s conference on Saturday that 
oartidpants will meet at the 
il Cultural Centre (RCC) in 
nan and are expected to re- 
45 working papers dealing 
a wide range of topics from 


3c surgery. 

ic meeting, the second of its 
to be organised by the 


Jordanian Ophthalmologists 
Society (JOS) in Jordan, will 
include a lecture at the Al Hus- 
sein Medical Centre dealing with 
eye lenses, said one of the com- 
mittee members. 

According to Dr. Ghassan 
Jayousi, die society’s secretary 
general, topics like cataract 
surgery and retina replacement 
will be reviewed by the delegates. 
. He said that Arab delegates 
will come from Egypt, Saucfi Ara- 
bia, Oman, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq 
and Sudan in addition to Jordan. 
Those from foreign countries in- 
clude the United Kingdom, Bel- 
gium, France and Switzerland. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Jewefiery mi ceramics edsb^kn by Nadia Dqjani, Rida 
AiaUah HaAww Al Zo*bf at Al Aydi craftshop, between 
fltt Second and Third Circles. 

Exhibition of painting s by Iraqi artists Ismail Fattab, L4sa 
Faitah and Mohammad Mofaraddm- at the Abdul Hamee d 
Shnman Foandatioo Gallery — (10 a.m- - 5 p-m.) 
Exhibition "Brffiant stories — American narrative 

jewellery exhibit” at th e American Centre (opes from 8 a.m. -5 
PJ*.). 

Photography exhibition entitled “Characteristics of the 
MwHiBf r n nu M i Sea** at the French Cultural Centre. 

Exhibition by renowned Iraqi artist Shaker Hessan Al Saeed at 
the Jordan GaSery of Floe Aits. 



Jordan’s development is impeded by 
environmental problems -Tubeishat 


PREMIER VISITS MINISTRY: Prime Minister Sharif Zcid Ben 

Shaker viated Tuesday the Ministry of Social Development where 
be bad a meeting with Social Development Minister Amin 
Mashaqbeh in the presence of Mmistry Secretary General Moham- 
mad Al Sxtqoor. Dr. Mashaqbeh reviewed at the meeting his 
ministry's preparations for emergency conditions as well as its role 
fighting poverty In the Kingdom through programmes carried out 
by the National Aid Fund (NAF). Sharif Zeid underlined the need 
to intensify NAF’s rehabilitation projects and increase recurrent 
aid offered by the ministry to the needy (Petra photo) 


COPENHAGEN iPetra) — 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment Dr. 
Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat told an 
international conference on the 
environment in Copenhagen that 
Jordan was facing a number of 
environmental problems which 
impede the country’s develop- 
ment. 

The Kingdom continues to face 
scarcity of water resources, deser- 
tification. limited land to be culti- 
vated and above all a continuing 
influx of refugees with thousands 
of people converging on the 
country after fleeing regional 
conflicts, said the minister. 

He said that such problems 
together with meagTe natural re- 
sources are causing heavy press- 
ure on the Jordanian economy. 
Jordan however gives due care to 
issues related to the environment 
and has been among the first 


Queen honours craftswomen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Tuesday delivered 
certificates to 92 Jordanian 
women who have successfully 
completed industrial sewing and 
embroidery training programmes 
conducted by the Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre (JDTC) of 
Noor A I Hussein Foundation 
(NHF). ■ 

The graduation ceremony took 
place at A! Nuzha Women's 
Cooperative for Rehabilitation 
(ANWCR) where the graduates 
received one to three months of 
theoretical and practical training. 
Other graduates at Tuesday’s 
ceremony underwent training at 
Hai Amir Hassan Development 
Centre and the Community De- 
velopment Centre at Hai Ham- 
lan. 

Queen Noor. who listened to 
welcoming speeches by the JDTC 
director, ANWCR president and 
one of the graduates, later toured 
production units at the coopera- 
tive. 

JDTC supports over 30 volun- 
tary organisations throughout 
Jordan by providing training and 
marketing services. As a result, 
women see themselves as profes- 
sionals in their fields and are rec- • 





Her Majesty Queen Noor surveys Tuesday the handicrafts 
produced by the new graduates in Amman (Petra Photo) 


ognised by others as such. 
JDTCs training programmes are 
geared to develop women's tech- 
nical skills, small-business man- 
agement and leadership capabili- 
ties. So far, 741 women have 
benefited from such training 
throughout Jordan. 

In all about 2000 families have 
benefited from JDTC which also 
helps develop unique designs in- 
spired by the Jordanian tradition 
ip weaving and textiles. The cen- 


tre works to open up new market- 
ing opportunities for Jordanian 
craftsmen through participating 
in international trade shows in 
key market areas like New York. 
Atlanta (Georgia), Paris and 
Frankfurt. Production at the 
three community development 
centres affiliated with the JDTC 
is carried out on a purchase order 
basis. Substantial orders have 
been received from Europe, 
Japan and North America. 


Al Aydi hosts a treasure trove 


By lea Wabbefa 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The little room in 
A2 Aydi craftshop containing 
jewellery and pottery pieces by 
three young Jordanian artists 
could easily, and aptly so, be 
called a treasure trove. 

On a cold rainy day. the stones 
glowing warmly in their gold set- 
tings held even more mystique 
than their “history” charged 
value. “Each piece has its own 
story," Nadia Dajani. the desig- 
ner, said. 

Ms. Dajani, who lives in Lon- 
don but will be in Jordan for 
some time, irradiates the enthu- 
siasm and die seif-contentment of 
someone whose career is fulfilling 
and rewarding. She describes her 
jewellery and the techniques used 
to forge it with the sapient love of 
the artisan who participated in 
the creation of an object from its 
raw state to the final glorious 
product 

All hand-made and designed 
by her, Ms. Dajani’s earrings, 
pendants, bracelets, broches and 
inns are worked in silver, coated 
with 18 carat gold and inlaid with 
semi-precious stones. 

The stones — amethysts, tur- 
quoises, onyxes, lapis iazulis, 
jades, agates — the many kinds 
of pearls (the designer's 
favourite, apparently) or the glass 
beads are benight from countries 
all over the world, from Japan to 
Italy. 

llie models range from ancient 
Egyptian, Roman or Islamic to 
modern abstract. The hammered 
metal designs pass from intricate- 
ly delicate old Anatolian, of a 
pair of earrings, in one case, to a 
solid, heavy-looking Roman 
bracelet in another. 



Ceramics for sale 

The costume jewellery, as the 
artist calls her collection, has 
different colour schemes, the 
combination depending on the 
“mood" of the artist who has 
been experimenting a lot for the 
past two years and a half since she 
started to work her jewellery. 

The pieces are limited in num- 
ber, a bonus for the originality- 
seekers. They look like museum 
pieces, Ms. Dajani says, adding 
that everybody has access to her 
art and that the colours could 
easily match different outfits and 
embelish the wearer. 

"Jewellery is a personal thing, 
it is what you put against your 
body. It tells a lot about you,” the 
artist says with a vigorous toss of 
the head that reveals a pair of 
beautiful earrings, certainly not 
bought in a shop. 

Adjacent to the jewellery 
room, in a cosy, homely setting, 
partners Rula Attala and Hazem 
Zo’bi exhibit their “treasure’’ of 
ceramics works. The tableware, 
decorative vases, pots or lamp 
bases are eye-catching. 

“We were inspired not only by 
the Islamic tradition, but by de- 
signs used long before Islam. We 


used, for example, Mamluk, 
Ayoubi designs," Ms. Attala 
said, adding that the designs are 
identical to the old ones but the 
technique differs. 

The pieces are glazed all over 
then carved with a needle to form 
patterns. The final product will 
have relief, glazed areas and un- 
glazed portions: it requires a tita- 
nic, meticulous job. but the out- 
come is a real work of art. "The 
forms are from the Fertile Cres- 
cent. pre-Bibltcal," said Ms. 
Anaia looking at a delicate 
Greek amphora in brown and 
black patterns, a highly decora- 
tive piece in the collection. 

The material used is 90 per cent 
local, a thing the artists are 
proud of. The clay they use is not 
lead laden, therefore non-toxic. 
“The local materials limit our 
colour range, but in turn give us 
something beautiful to work on; 
they define our working range,” 
said Ms. Attala. 

Touching the items possessive 
love. Ms. Attala seems to share, 
in an osmotic way, the warmtb 
and glow of the stoneware, mes- 
sanger of the past and carrier of 
the future. 
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developing nations to work out 
and apply a national strategy on 
the environment, he said. 

Internationally, Jordan was 
among the first group of nations 
to sign the Montreal protocol in 
1987 and the London Internation- 
al Treaty in 1990 on the ozone 
layer. "Although some time has 
elapsed since the conclusion of 
these agreements, the world con- 
tinues to witness a number of 
obstacles in the path of the reduc-. 
tion of materials which cause the 
depletion of the ozone layer." 
Dr. Tubeishat noted. 

He agreed that despite Jor- 
dan's endeavours and coopera- 
tion with world organisations and 
foreign nations in attempting to 
protect the environment, the 
country continues to face con- 
straints on how to reduce the 
consumption of materials that 


affect the ozone layer and lacks 
the proper technology and exper- 
tise to cany out such program- 
mes. 

International conferences have 
said that chloroflorocarbons 
(CFCs) were causing the destruc- 
tion of the ozone and agreed that 
such material should be phased 
out by the year 2000. 

Dr. Tubeishat told the meeting 
that Jordan, in cooperation with 
the World Bank, has prepared a 
programme aimed at reducing the 
use of ozone-destroying mate- 
rials, which was approved by a 
special committee implementing 
the Montreal agreement. The 
minister urged the conference to 
provide advanced technology for 
the benefit of the third world, 
helping countries to implement 
the Montreal protocol and the 
London treary. He said that a 
fund created by the Montreal 


agreement should help finance 
national projects aimed at reduc- 
ing environmental dangers to the 
ozone. 

The Montreal protocol estab- 
lished a $240 million fund for the 
initial three years financed by the 
industrialised nations to help de- 
veloping countries opt for the 
materials than CFCs. 

Developing nations attending 
the Copenhagen meeting are 
trying to ensure that the elimina- 
tion of the CFCs is done by the 
year 1996 rather than the end of 
the century, he noted. 

Delegates from 100 nations 
taking part in the conference will 
be discussing a mechanism for the 
implementation of the Montral 
protocol and means of ensuring 
the flow of financial aid to the 
developing nations to help in its 
implementation. 


King to award state prizes 


By Mariam M. Shubin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein is due Wednesday to 
present state awards to a 
select number of Jordanian artists 
and writers. 

Last week's derision by poet 
Ibrahim Nasrallah to decline the 
poetry award, formally called the 
‘Incentive Prize,' has however 
fuelled questions amongst Jor- 
dan’s artistic community about 
the function of the awards. 

Since the Ministry of Culture 
was founded in 1976. Jordanian 
artists and writers have received 
recognition for their work every 
year through awards bestowed 
upon them by the ministry. The 
Jordanian Writers Association 
also awards similar prizes every 
year. 

Mr. Nasrallah's rejection of the 
state's recognition is a first in the 
history of the awards. When con- 
tacted by the Jordan Times. Mr. 
Nasrallah explained that he did 
not think it suitable that such an 
award should be bestowed to “so 
many writers all at once — .as if it 
was a wholesale operation." Mr. 
Nasrallah’s main complaint was 
that he was being asked to share 
the award with poets Salwa Said 
and Habib Zuidi. 

Many of Mr. Nasrailab’s col- 
leagues have applauded his move 
as timely and believe his grie- 
vances are as old as the awards 
themselves. They all agree that 
prizes awarded should be on the 
basis of merit, but many believe 
that the awards are distributed to 
create a balance among different 
groups of artists. 

One writer went so far as to 
insinuate that Salwa Said, one of 
Mr. Nasrallah's co-winners of this 
year's prize, was honoured by the 
Ministry of Culture because 
"they wanted a woman to win it." 

Others argiie that sectarian 
issues and political leanings are 


also involved in the awarding of 
the prizes by both the M/nistiy of 
Culture and the Jordan Writers 
Association. 

Laurel poet Abdul Rahim 
Omar says that the Writers Asso- 
ciation frequently put political 
affiliation before merit when 
awarding its prizes. "For years 
the prizes were always divided 
between the communists and 
members of the Democratic 
Front, so there would a political 
balance." Mr. Omar told the 
Jordan Times. 

Writers who spoke to the Jor- 
dan Times also complained that 
regional, institutional, religious 
and now “sexist" politics are 
playing a role. 

"Jordan has been the country 
of ‘balance,* a balancing act is 
always going on.” said one wri- 
ter. a former winner, on condi- 
tion of anonymity. “If they give a 
prize to someone from the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, they do the 
same for someone from Yarmouk 
University. The same goes re- 
gionally. north and south Jordan. 
East and West Bankers, Muslims 
and Christians and now they .are 
adding the sexes, so they always 
want to include at least, one 
woman," he- said. 

“Someone like Ibrahim Nasrallah 
therefore feels he is being given 
this prize for political reasons 
rather than because of the value 
of his work," explained Mr. 
Omar. 

People close to the Ministry of 
Culture however charge that Mr. 
Nasrallah himself is malting a 
political statement by refusing the 
award. "In the pre-democracy 
days the refusal to accept such an 
award would have been seen as a 
protest against the lack of free- 
dom of expression," explained 
one writer who preferred to re- 
main anonymous. "Some of our 
colleagues still live in the pre- 
democratk era and maybe Mr. 


Nasrallah is one of them," he 
added. 

But supporters of Mr. Nasral- 
lah say that the political message 
of the poet is quite different. "He 
is saying stop making this a poli- 
tical balancing act and make it a 
prize winning ceremony with 
meaning and respect for an artis- 
tic work and not another support 
system for a sectarian system," 
said one close friend of Mr. Nas- 
rallah. 

All those interviewed agreed 
that Jordanian writers still have a 
long way to go before they come 
to a consensus and before their 
own organs of expression, such as 
tbe Writers Association, put 
merit before affiliation. “But 
these are the growing pains of 
democracy," concluded Al Ra‘i 
writer and columnist Ahmad Al 
Musleh. 

The winners of the awards bes- 
towed for life time accomplish- 
-ments are: Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Yaghi of the University of Jordan 
for criticism and literature and 
Dr. Yousef Hussein Baker of the 
University of Yarmouk for critic- 
ism and literature. In the field of 
social sciences die award winners 
are -Dr. Ali Mahaftha, President 
of Yarmouk University, and Dr. 
Fahmi Jadaan of the University 
of Jordan. Both specialise in 
modem Arab studies. Artists Dr. 
Aziz Ammoura and Dr. 
Mahmoud Khader Sadeq of the 
University of Yarmouk received 
the lifetime achievement award in 
the field of fine arts. 

The winners of the awards in 
the field of poetry and prose are 
Ibrahim Nasrallah. Habib Zuidi 
and Salwa Said. Ayoub Abu Dieh 
and Mahmoud Abu Zeid were 
chosen for the Engineering Scien- 
ce Prizes while historian Farouk 
Esrayhin won the award for social 
sciences. The Fuhais Folklore 
Group won the award for the 
Folklore Applied Arts Category. 
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sanctions on Iraq 


THE U.N. Security Council is applying stringent 
conditions on Iraq before it considers lifting or easing 
its sanctions against the Iraqi people. These formid- 
able strictures range from recognition of the U.N.- 
iaaaposed Iraq-Kuwait border to the recognition of 
Kuwait itself and from improvement of Iraq’s human 
rights record to the complete abolition of its mass 
destruction weapons. This continuing stance was 
reiterated during the most recent Security Council 
deliberations on Iraq. This attitude is also consistent 
with previous U.N. postures that refuse to give 
Baghdad any credit for its willingness to comply with 
the relevant Security Council resolutions. 

The message to the Iraqi leadership has been very 
clear: The council has no political wQl to even ease 
sanctions against Iraq no matter how far Iraq goes to 
meet U.N. obligations. In this sense, a considerable 
injustice has been done to Iraq and its people. Having 
been victimised for its invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and 
after paying dearly for flouting human rights and 
humanitarian law, it is high time to give some 
recognition and credit to what Baghdad has done thus 
far to fulfil its duties and commitments under interna- 
tional rules. True, there is still more to be done, 
especially in the direction of the promotion of pluralis- 
tic democracy and human rights. But fairness de- 
mands that sanctions against Iraq should have been 
relaxed to an extent commensurate with its meeting the 
requirements of the United Nations decisions. 

This quid pro quo proposition is all the more 
justified in view of the fact that the people of Iraq are 
being victimised as a result of the inflexible application 
of the sanctions on their country. Relaxation of 
sanctions could also serve as an inducement to further 
improvement of Iraq’s record on international deri- 
sions and norms. 

For its part, the Iraqi regime is called upon to speed 
up the introduction of multi-party democracy. True 
and genuine democracy in Iraq, as elsewhere in the 
Arab World, is the only operational cure for its woes 
and difficulties. This thought marked one of the 
hsilmarks of His Majesty King Hussein’s speech to the 
Arab Nation Monday and formed a basic feature of his 
reference to beleaguered Iraq. The requisite political 
derision to normalise relations with Iraq can be 
expected to be taken as soon as Iraq moves faster in the 
direction of democracy even though its observance of 
the U.N. resolutions is not complete. The fact that 
grave miscalculations were made on the eve of the Golf 
war makes it all the more convincing that in contem- 
porary times there is simply no alternative to democra- 
cy as this alone ensures better opportunity to exercise 
wise judgement. 


Aim§a€ PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Tuesday tackled a nationwide speech by King 
Hussein at the graduation of a new batch of army officers, echoing 
his words about democracy and development and the need for 
national unity to confront external challenges. The paper said the 
King's address was comprehensive, covering all matters at the 
political level, emphasising the role of both the government and 
the Jordanian citizens under the umbrella of democracy. The 
speech reemphasised the country's option for political pluralism, 
respect for human rights and national unity among citizens of 
Jordan regardless of their origin and tbeir background, said the 
paper. In his address, the King reiterated Jordan’s pan-Arab 
endeavours and its efforts to save Arab interests from foreign 
domination and influence, warning that evil elements, acting in 
the dark and influenced by foreign powers, have no place in the 
Jordanian society, the paper added. Furthermore, the King 
emphasised Jordan's orientation towards unity among Arabs by 
calling for the creation of a confederation of Arab states that can 
ultimately lead to unity among the Arab countries. The Arab 
masses who listened to the King’s address realise the deep 
meanings of the King's words and the Jordanian people no doubt 
lend their leader full support in his efforts, at the domestic and the 
pan- Arab and international levels, added the paper. It said that in 
his endeavours, towards the attainment of peace and realisation 
of the Jordanian people's aspirations, the King no doubt 
continues to win support from a united Jordanian family. 


ON THE eve of the French president's coming visit to Jordan, a 
columnist in AI Ra’i daily wondered if Francois Mitterrand will be 
visiting the injured Palestinians in the occupied Arab territories 
where he will go before coming to the Kingdom. Mahmoud 
Rimawi said that Mr. Mitterrand bad made a visit to former 
Yugoslavia and inspected the injured in Sarajevo, displaying 
humanitarian feelings and solidarity with the suffering people of 
the country. One can only look with admiration at the French 
president's visit to the embattled country and expect that he 
would make a similar gesture towards the Palestinians by visiting 
(he injured among them who fell at the hands of the Israeli troops 
occupying Arab lands, noted the writer. He said that one has to 
remind the French president of the facts that the Israelis have 
been occupying the Arab territories for more than one quarter of 
a century. The French president ought to realise that the Israelis 
continue to reject the world community’s decisions and continues 
to commit atrocities, in violation of all principles and internation- 
al laws. Furthermore, he said, the Israelis continue to reject U.N. 
Security Council resolutions, refuse to abide by world resolutions 
concerning mass destruction weapons and continue to commit 
crimes against Palestinians. The writer said that the president no 
doubt realises by now that it is Israel which is endangering peace 
and security in the Middle East and that the Arabs are inclined to 
achieve s comprehensive peace based on justice to the coming 
generations. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdaUa Mafia 


World economic order under fire 
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During the 1980s, the doctrine of market forces advanced 
triumphantly throughout the world under the banners of supply- 
side economics and deregulation. The triumphant march went 
along two main prongs: Thatcherism, on the European front, and 
Reaganomics, in the United States. In the process, the boundaries 
of the public sector were rolled back as intervention of the state in 
economic life was being both trimmed and condemned. A new 
world economic order was in the making. The 1990s will tell 
whether that march has gone too far, further than it should. When 
deregulation reaches, for example, the point of considering the 
idea of taking prisons into private ownership, suspicions of 
over-marketism take on a serious look. 


Observers in this regard should turn their faces first to the 
United States, as the first challenges to the present world 
economic order are bound to come from there. Clintonomics 
intends, as purported, to revolutionise the American economy 
out of recession through emphasising the quality of the human 
capital and thereby undertaking vast investments in social and 
economic infrastructure. It fellows that the related schemes and 
investment must be undertaken by the government, as they 
cannot be left to the discretion of the private sector whose 
priorities and time-ranking may be different and entirely uncon- 
dudve to the objectives of the economic policy of the new 
administration. The role of the state and the degree of its 
intervention in economic life will be different than that familiar 
during the Reagan-Bush era. 


Another interesting and significant challenge is emanating from 
Europe and finds its roots in the notorious Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) of the European Community (EC). After differing 
on trade tariffs under the GATT, a draft deal was struck between 
the EC and the United States on farm trade and subsidies, which 
provided for cutting subsidies on the EC farm exports. Obviously, 
cutting export subsidies is compatible with the prerequisites of a 
world economic order based on free trade and global free 
markets. But it is not compatible with the socio-political interest 
of France where fanners constitute an important voting power. 
Thus, the first reaction of the - French authorities was for the . 
French prime minister to announce that France would reject the 
above deal because it was against the interests of the French and 
European agriculture. 

This attitude meant that the French authorities had decided to 
put the French national interests — which are political and social 
in this case — ahead of the materialistic interests and theoretical 
niceties. Economic gains are necessarily materialistic, because the 
only task of economics is to show how more goods and services 
are produced. The so-called more efficient use of economic 
resources which the market economy alleges to foster completely 
overlooks the positive or negative political, social and moral 
contents of the additional output it brings about. 

The French attitude is another shot at the “new” world 
economic order. And it is a significant one. The tensions that have 
recently developed within the European Community are, in one 


sense a reflection of the impact of the advanced degree * 
economic integration that the member counm« have achieved , - 
their political interests and national sovereignty. These comm. - 
have advanced to the verge of monetary unity: that is exactly. 
^ Jimmies start to encroach on the national pofir 


have advanced to the verge oi monrouy 
point where economics start to encroach on the national pofir 
structures. Monetary integration is politics no less ihaibB • 
economics. Hence it has triggered national sensitivities. 7 < 
tensions. 


The “Economist,” a bulwark of free marfcetism ideas, seestj 
the election of BUI Clinton marks, in part, a disenchantment .«■ ? 
both the rhetoric and the reality of market economics. It goes 
to admit that a weariness with the economics 'of the 1980s d* 
appear to have set in, and that in Britain, and elsewhere 
Europe, pro-market forces arc meeting stronger oppositiofi. 
adds that ideas such as competition, economic freedom ? 
merging markets through deregulation are now being question 
But the “Economist” distinguishes between the advanced op. i- 
tries on the one hand and the developing ones on the other. Iir 
former, free-marketism could have exceeded die limits as to . 
dam aging in certain fields. But the case is different ed ,: -^- 
developing countries where there is stfll plenty of jppn*;'_ 
economic liberalism to improve the economic performance^! - 
seems to be legitimate and reasonable. 7 - 


The “new” world economic order has run ag a in st national 
lines worldwide: it will therefore be challenged once and agr ; 




Germany — a story of success through unit) 


IN 1990 the German people re- 
gained unity in peace and through 
self-determination. History, 
which repeated itself a hundred 
and twenty years after the first 
unity of the German states under 
Chancellor Bismarck, saw Chan- 
cellor Kohl working at the head 
of the German ruling coalition to 
bring about unity again. 

With five new landers joining 
the federation: Brandenburg. 
Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Western 
Pomerania and Thuringia, Ger- 
many now consists of 16 federal 
states. Forty five years after the 
war Germany's division had been 
finally overcome. 

It was the Moscow Treaty of 
Sept. 12, 1990, that marked the 
final settlement of the German 
question. The treaty ensured that 
when. Germainy achieved its, uni- 
ty,/<Hi Oct-3, 1990. it would' be 
sovereign and unencumbered by 
any open questions with regard to 
its foreign affairs and security 
status. 


The reunification which came 
unexpectedly is no bed of roses 
neither for the East nor for the 
West Germans. Indeed. Chancel- 
lor Kohl was among the first 
Germans to realise the magnitude 
of the task before the country. 
His words on the eve of the 
reunification read: “Everyone 
knows that a difficult road lies 
ahead. Let us follow that 
together. If we do so and are 
prepared to make sacrifices, 
there is every chance that the 
result will be mutually benefi- 
cial.” The sacrifice is being made 
on both sides. While it is true that 
the West Germans were surprised 
at the smoothness of events, fol- 
lowing the opening of the Berlin 
Wall on Nov. 9. 1989. that even- 
tually led to unity in the following 
year, the East Germans were 
yearning all through the previous 
45 years to achieve this unity. 
While it was clear to everyone in 
the Bonn government that this 
would be no easy process, the 
majority of the East Germans 
were not aware of how difficult it 
would prove to be. And yet, 
despite the difficulties which are 
bound to last for a few more 
years, citizens of various sectors 
and backgrounds have expressed 
their satisfaction with the turnout 
of events as they look ahead with 
renewed confidence towards the 
future. 

Reunification has brought 
together two German states 
which belonged to two totally 
different political and social sys- 
tems and military alliances. Its 
357,000 square kilometres make 
it die third largest member of the 
European Community (EC), af- 
ter France and Spain, and its 79 
million inhabitants make it the 
most densely populated. Furth- 
ermore, Germany continues to be 
one of the community's most 
productive members in spite of 
the massive economic problems 
awaiting solution in the new 
federal states or landers. . 

The rebirth of Germany is mul- 
tifaceted. Three dimensions, 
however, stand out: foreign poli- 
cy, domestic setting and eco- 
nomy. 


Domestic setting 


Foreign Policy 


The united Germany now has a 
wider responsibility for further 
unifying Europe, as well as to- 
wards the development of East- 
ern Europe and the Third World. 
German policies remain, above 
all, the policies of peace. In our 
interviews with German officials 
and parliament members it was 
dear that Bonn's assistance to the 
eastern states of Europe can by 
no means diminish German in- 
terest in and aid for the countries 
of the developing world. 

A high ‘ranking official at the 
Press and Information Office in 


Germany’s division was a 
direct consequence of World War 
II, which ended in 1945. when 
through division the war victors 
aimed at stamping out national 
socialism and militarism. 

The freely elected parliaments 
in Germany never renounced the 
right to reunite the country. Even 
the former East Germany's first 
constitution was based on Che 
assumption that Germany re- 
mained undivided. But, while the 
western part of the country estab- 
lished a federation based on plur- 
alism, parliamentary democracy 
and the rule of law, with local 
authorities enjoying considerable 
autonomy, the former East Ger- 
many was in the hands of a 
monopolistic party, the Socialist 

Unify Party (SUD). with the eco- 
nomy based on central planning, 
state ownership of industry and 
the collectivisation of agriculture. 
While West Germany enjoined 
efficient industries, small enter- 
prises and services and developed 


By Elia NasraUah 


Bonn said Germany has four 
fundamental objectives in foreign 
policy: continuing tbe process of 
European unity, promoting the 
further development of NATO, 
stabilising and supporting the re- 
forms in Eastern Europe and 
maintaining the nation's part- 
nership with the countries of the 
Third World. 

Jordan, as a developing country,- 
has a keen interest in maintaining 
its friendship with Germany 
which has had an important con- 
tribution in developing the King- 
dom. Germany has granted Jor- 
dan some DM 1.7 billion in finan- 
cial and technical assistance, 
since the early 1960s. 

In the view of Hans Klein, 
deputy speaker of parliament 
(the Bundestag), and other de- 
puties, such partnership, is. bound 
to continue. In a message to 
world governments. Chancellor 
Kohl said after the unity: “The 
countries of Africa. Asia and 
America can continue to count on 
the solidarity of united Germany. 
We will not invest in German 
unity at their expense.” 

He also assured other nations 
that "now that Germany has re- 
gained unity it is prepared to 
participate in U.N. measures 
aimed at preserving peace.” 

For the East Germans the cher- 
ished idea of unity was always 
there, according to Dr. Dieter 
Benecke, head of Inter Nationes, 
a private agency that acts for the 
government in political, informa- 
tional and other affairs. 

Frustrated with the political, 
economic and social conditions 
experienced under communism 
since 1945, the people of the 
former GDR decided that the 
■way to freedom and prosperity 
was through unity with the West 
and eventually their expectations 
swept away all objections that 
might have lingered in some cir- 
cles, Dr. Benecke said. 

With the exit of the GDR and 
the advent of united Germany, 
there is a general feeling among 
world nations that a substantial 
part of the country’s economic 
effort will continue to be devoted 
to reconstruction, especially in 
the new landers. Dr. Benecke 
pointed out. But, he said, such 
feelings are also coupled with 
expectations that Germany will 
play an active role in the develop- 
ment of other nations as well as in 
that of the nations of Central and 
Eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, which indeed is 
what Germany is doing at pre- 
sent. He said the world also 
expects Germany to contribute to 
finding solutions to global prob- 
lems, such as environmental pro- 
tection. safeguarding peace and 
combating poverty. 


the foundations of the market 
economy with people enjoying 
total freedom. East Germany 
suppressed all private initiative in 
all sectors and banned civil liber- 
ties such as free speech, the free- 
dom to assemble and form par- 
ties. freedom of the press and 
travel. 

Opponents of the regime in the 
former GDR were persecuted 
and millions of people were spied 
on by the state security service. 
Tbe result was total collapse of 
the economy, low productivity of 
goods, which were no more 
wanted anywhere in the East or 
West, and the general situation 
was continually deteriorating. 

The massive demonstrations in 
tbe GDR cities were triggered by 
the general feelings of popular 
frustrations worsened by the East 
German leaders’ organising, 
celebrations on Oct. 9, 1989, ‘on 
the GDR’s 40th anniversary . The 
demonstrations led to the open- 
ing of the Berlin Wall which led 
the East Germans to cast off the 
political chains one after the 
other. 


Economy 

One of the most difficult prob- 
lems confronting the citizens of 
the former GDR and one which is 
causing the biggest changes in 
their lives is the transition from a 
centrally planned to a market 
economy. Basically this involves 
a transition from bumble security 
to a system which afforded 
opportunities but involved risks. 


Indeed, thorough study of the 
situation in the East Berlin area, 
as well as in the five new landers, 
reveals to the researcher the fact 
that the East German regime had 
left behind a state of rain, the 
extent of which was probably 
even unknown to the provisional 
government when it stepped 
down. This is because for decades 
East Germany’s achievements 
had been greatly exaggerated for 
propaganda purposes. The faults 
had been papered over, the statis- 
tics falsified, Mr. Nawrodri said. 

Both Mr. Nawrodri and Dr. 
Feeke Meents, deputy head of 
the Asian division of the Press 
and Information Office of the 
federal government in Bonn, ex- 
plained that in the former GDR 
most jobs in industry, agriculture, 
commerce, the crafts and services . 
were unproductive by western 
standards. “ 

Many products were unmarket- 
able and most factories were at' 
best outdated. The two officials 
said that the GDR's economic 
structure was distorted: disprop- 
ortionate production, monopolis- 
tic agricultural sector where mass 
production caused much ecolo- 
gical damage. 

Most public buildings and 
houses had fallen iuto disrepair 
and the same applied to the entire ■ 
infrastructure, like roads, rail- 
ways, public utilities and telecom- 
munications. Rivers, soil and air 
had been polluted to tbe worst 
degree, they added. 

Faced with this situation, the 


new jobs, unemployment is still 
growing because more people are 
being laid off than taken on. 

While money is certainly not 
everything tbe people of tbe new 
states need, they require large 
amounts to deal with damage to 
industry, buildings, infrastructure 
and the environment However, 
for the period from the day of 
German unity, Oct. 31, 1990, till 
die end of 1991, over 100 billion 
marks flowed to tbe new states. 
This does not include private 
investment in takeovers and hold- 
ings in the modernisation of in- 
dustrial companies and service 
enterprises. 


The Treuhand 
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A view from Potsdam, Germany 


The process has frustrated 
many former East Germans who 
are not used to the free market 
economy. 

According to Dr. Dieter Be- 
necke. the people of East Ger- 
many thought they were ac- 
quainted with the standard of 
living in West Germany from 
watching western television. The 
psychological impact was great as 
the easterners discovered that 
they had a long way to go to catch 
up with the westerners. 

Joachim Nawrocki. one of In- 
ter Nationes’ leading figures, gave 
a clear picture of tbe situation in 
the former GDR when he said: 
“Under the command economy 
in GDR there was no competition 
and no free pricing. Many raw 
materials, energy, staple food- 
stuffs as well as bus and tr ain 
feres and rents were very cheap 
and price subsidies ran into tril- 
lions. But the consequence was 
careless waste. Bread, for inst- 
ance, was fed to cattle because it 
was cheaper than feed. People 
Opened their windows to cool 
overheated houses and houses 
fell into decay because rents were 
not sufficient to meet running 

COSt5.” 

The government financed such 
subsidies by skimming off the 
profits from state enterprises, 
with the result that they too had 
little fends for investment. Furth- 
ermore, wages were very low. 


Bonn government realised that, 
apart from the hundreds of bil- 
lions of marks needed to rectify 
serious structural damage, it re- 
quired for tbe reorganisation of 
industry, local government and 
social administration and the res- 
toration of the old system of 
ownership. For the market eco- 
nomy is based on private own- 
ership of tbe means of production 
which, but for a few remnants, 
had been obliterated in the GDR 
through socialisation, collecti- 
visation and expropriation. This 
was a major stumbling block to 
new investment. 

It soon became dear that this 
could not be done within the 
space of a few months or even 
years. Therefore, it was inevit- 
able to see more disintegration 
than rebuilding. Unemployment 
was accelerating and could only 
be slowed down temporarily by 
means of special measures. 

Although official figures put 
the unemployment rate in the 
new landers at 15 per cent, some 
estimate rt at as high as 40 per 
cent of die total workforce. Anxi- 
ety again began to spread. Once 
more tbe people took to the 
streets in mass demonstrations. 
They had fought for and won 
their political freedom in the au- 
tumn of 1989, but now they were 
demanding economic security. 
Although over a million people in 
the eastern regions have found 


A visitor to die eastern sector 
of Beifin shpnld venture into the 
, Treuhand,' a~^ federal trusteeship 
a&ttrhistrati&n ' pffr£e charged 
with the process of privatisation 
of various ‘fonneriy state-owned 
companies and businesses, and to 
ensure investment-^ in projects 
hiring the largest number of 
workers and conducting the pro- 
cess reestablishing private own- 
ership. 

Senior Treuhand official Ulrike ■ 
Grunrock told journalists vis ting 
Berlin that die Treuhandanstalt, 
an agency of public law, assumed 
the task of promoting the structu- 
ral realignment of the economy, 
according to the requirements of 
the market, especially by in- 
fluencing the development of 
companies capable of reconstruc- 
tion into competitive business 
and their privatisation. 

Mrs. Grunrock said that in the 
past two years, and contrary to all 
predictions, the Treuhand suc- 
ceeded in privatising 7,600 
businesses in the new landers. 
She said that by dividing 
bus in esses and by creating useful 
economic entities, the number of 
businesses had grown to 
11,662 from 8,000. There are 
guarantees for nearly 1.2 million 
jobs and promised investments of 
nearly 5 billion DM. 

Investors, she noted, are wel- 
come m tbe new landers and the 
federal government offers liberal 
facilities and incentives and pro- 
vides aid to new investors, 
reaching up to 23 per cent of the 
total capital of the enterprise, 
plus privileges and other benefits. 
Mrs. Grunrock said that so far 
investors in the new states have 
come from France, Britain, 
Switzerland and the United 
States. 


least 2,000 DM are ben 
laid off worker each fee. 
latest figures show 'tin - 

500.000 workers areal - 
in full-time training scht 

370.000 in job-creations - 
roes and that there arirS - 
early retirement pehsio . 

Our group of jonraf 
meetings in eastern;!^ 
workers in public adin r 
offices and found tha^ 
them had been mexfeife 
former Communist jj 1 
had retained their jobs-’ '* 
ty. Of course the fede£ 
ment is arranging fonfe : 
workers to be tramedjt 
and for western expefe 
the East to help reshajjt * 
ment, production JR : - 
aspects of life. • si- 

Foreign, workers 
tinned to e0jo£r*$9 
benefits offered- to, fee- 
workers. But tl& Brag - 
ment is facing increasing 
from the extreme rigtit^- 
to curtail the number* - 
workers. J . 

Lured by the wealth 
job opportunities in. I 
the so-called asylum set 
illegal workers have to? ... 


ing the country. This ye 
we were told 500,000-- 
have flocked into Gen. _ 
In neighbourhood^*, 
ployed workers, brooeffi 
ment and anxiety ns 
attacks on foreign work ' 
prominently in the noitl - 
town of Rostock. Tb' " 
ployed feel that tfcej£ 
drive out the estimated! 

non- Germans who* the}.' ' 

are taking their place/ - 
Dr. Henning Klosta' 
member of foe par& : ; 
group of the Social Bf ' - 
Party (SPD) in Hambiirj > 
that his party was itf' 
ruling coalition to tsfc , 
stand to curtail the flow y- • 
workers, but denied that 
approved of any attack 
non-Germans. . 

Dr. Kostennann said^ 
youth, who under the'*’ 
GDR involved thecas'"* 
sports programmes 
activities sponsored byj ' 
are now left with oodfej •_ 
engagement and are tor " 
to acts of violence by fee 
right wing factions. He 
soon the federal paraafi- 
take appropriate fee* 
deal with the flow^- ; . 
Germans, reducing tbeir ~ 
to a minimum. But be.- f 
that Germany can by ft ‘ 
allow the rebirth of Nfe . 
said that all political part; 
on this and the same can,- : 
said of the overwhelm^ _ 
ity of the population.’ j " 

Environment - 


Workers 

The status of workers in the 
new states largely depends on the 
enterprises that employed them. 
Many of these enterprises or 
companies have been closed 
down due to unproductivity and 
obsolete methods. Many others 
are retained for possible rede- 
velopment and adjustment to the 
new market economy. Workers 
laid off are being paid up to 60 
per cent of normal income for 
workers on pension while sfevine 
at home, particularly if they are 

fhUTcl? ***** ° f those 
,above 55 get an early retirement 
pension reaching up to 70 per 
rent of their income. However, 
the young workeis are currently 
undergoing retraining or rehabi- 
utation programmes in western 
companies and at the same time 
receiving sufficient income to five 

10 i °nSL fOrm " GDR thcre were 

WnuUion active workers , but 
now tbe number has dropped to 
6.5 million. Women have been 
JatgeJy affected because priority 
in employment is being riven to 
men. The federal sra te ifsoLd 

"S^MlimiDMonjobSSt 

and rehabilitation 
and retraining of workers from 
the former GDR this year^At 


« Mi. 


While there was 
to remove at the end-e 
War n. people wetcy 
resume production witfeh 
Scant regulations and #3-. 
gard to environmental ft 
say officials in Bonn: : s 
former GDR bad exert\ 


mitigated envirohmefe - j — 

tempt to its bitter end, 4 - 

According to Dr. ^^^ ** 


there are 150,000 sites 
former GDR that wqV’- 
vironmentaf treatmofev- .; 
that numerous industrial 1 ; > 
require pollution deaifejA- 
duction facilities most -J z 
down and die shuttfe*® 
take place for the sake ofl ' • 
environment and hum® 1 ., 




Rehabilitation ofr*#* v -r J- ^ 
GDR regi** 

Acmplctpro««^ v ' 

hardly be overiopk«di ^ T] 

(Continued OB P*0y 
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iformation appliances’ could 

ransform communications 


of the ado 

countries?^* By Bart Ziegler 
: sovereignty^ Assodated pTess 

■oSh on th that H YORK — T^y 'Ajw 
S politics^ 6 nai C' character Dick Tra- 
Zi I>0 Anlay Wrist radio to shame. 

att ° na ‘ sen^ Captain Kirk of the Star 
^television series would be 
'ee marketism j ssed - 
1 Pan, a diJ!.!rV out 06X1 toe pock- 
market err»7 cha % :d devices 816 a cross be- 

?° ne ’ faX 

n Britain l» !ne ' Bolodex and computer. 
Prin« and eh^t *e size of a videotape, 
on V r ° n ® er OftyC been dubbed personal 
«n. economic &nteators, personal digital 
on are now bebJljints or - perhaps most 
between the adv^ 1 rly — information ap- 


• *"*• <1QVj«. 1 ‘J 

Ptng ones onih e Tes. 
exceed .the&sa 


- JS difiCronj now, if the technolog- 

w still ple mv ^-e rigbt: 
eoonotr.ic ptrf 0 *iamess executive taking the 
l8 ®* e - Tain to the city suddenly 

- h« . » he left an important 

. a = a >nsi n^ient at home. No problem. 

' cnauen 3ed onctjkes out his infonnation de- 

ind retrieves an electronic 

~^n of the report, via a radio- 

lookup to his home compu- 

L — _ __ 1 ,;e then scans the report on 

8 * pice’s screcn - 

a woman sitting 
y scribbles a note on the 
i of her information ap- 
e, using a special pen, then 
it as a wireless rax to her 
ary. A few minutes later, 
cretary faxes back a reply, 
least I -y/) man hi the next seat uses 
laid off wodrlfr™ to book **" ‘topest 
latest fiour^f t0 Alaska, then flips 
500 niHj'-.-jrt- 811 electronic catalogue 
In fcli-tima pSS 8 pair of boots from a 
■^70 vi< si r j^^nier house. Suddenly, his 
' ‘ ^ beeps to remind him of his 
: n ~ “^birthday; he places a phone 
a Bon® 1 to order flowers. 
meet.ni’ 0 -^^ farfetched? Maybe. But 
work-;' ,? ™- lf n8 j° r companies such as 
offices - r „f. Computer Inc., Interna- 
ther -“-^flBosmess Machines Corp. 

c Motorola Inc. and Amer- 
ica i' •v--'S'Sf& oDe .“d Telegraph 
. - . -Ss^x&t) putting their money 

' to emerging technology, 

T. C, ?i ** w* 1 * come to pass 

form or another. 
Chainnan John Scnlley, 
the .i. ::;i, believes the size of the 
xv,zr \ ation appliance market- 

ai.pe c".s : : ;y.. svenhialiy will exceed die 
•‘JM-’ial computer 1 industry. 


typkflj scene not too 


me:;; .? r.: Corp. plan to have in- information appliances v 

li .»r. t.v;r;^ion appliances on the mar- too small to contain a key 

*o •>: -3M is set to show its pro- — Hie emergence of v 
vA.'-rk.ri. * for the first time next communications networks 
Lurrj r. cellular phones and the 

ioh 

Kuwait- Iraq border post erected 

i:iC / a. n\ 'll.. rwam 


Meanwhile, several startup 
companies plan to enter the field, 
including Genera] Magic, a secre- 
tive venture in California's Sili- 
con Valley believed to be backed 
by AT&T, Sony Corp.. Motorola 
and Apple. 

Apple has received the most 
attention so far. In May, Mr. 
Sculley created headlines when 
he demonstrated a prototype cal- 
led Newton at a consumer elec- 
tronics show. 

Mr. Sculley showed bow a user 
could scribble an appointment — 
such as "Lunch Thursday with 
John" — on Newtoo’s screen and 
find it later listed in an electronic 
calendar. 

The device is able to recognise 
handwritten words, figure out 
what they mean and store that 
information in its proper place. 

Apple says Newton will be on 
the market in the first half of next 
year. It won't discuss its price, 
but it is believed to be under 
$1,000. Other information ap- 
pliances may cost twice that 
much, though like all consumer 
electronics devices the prices 
should fell. 

Analysts say the emergence of 
these devices will be aided by a 
convergence of- the computer, 
communications and media in- 
dustries. As these industries con- 
vert to digital technology, or 
computer language, infonnation 
can more easily be stored, man- 
ipulated and transmitted to hand- 
held devices. 

But the basic reason for the 
birth of information appliances is 
that technology has advanced 
enough to allow the creation of 
tiny devices that pack the power 
of a compnter and telephone. 
Among the developments: 

— Fast, low-power microp- 
rocessor chips, which are ideal for 
such battery-powered gadgets. 
Examples include AT&T’s hobbit 
chip and the arm microprocessor 
a British company is malting for 
Apple’s Newton. 

— A new type of memory chip, 
called "flash” memory, that can 
hold data even when power is 
shut off, unlike the memory chips 
in PCs. These flash chips could 
replace the delicate, heavy and 
power-hungry hard drives used in 
most of today’s portable PCs. 

. — The gfowmg' sophistication 
of special software foatcan recog- 
nise printed, handwriting, since 
information appliances will be 
too small to contain a keyboard. 

— The emergence of wireless 
communications networks such as 
cellular phones and the Ardis 


- "‘"l. V -'-'"VAIT (AP) — The United Nations Border Demarcation 

c tlu inbk ...i l«rf nil,. o 


, ; r ;.'„ J.N. said. Iraq has refused to recognise the work of the 

P ' ■ * . '‘l w nisston set up under Gulf war ceasefire terms. That was cited 

..^tie Security Council Monday as one reasoh not to relax the 
‘;.''.LDmic sanctions placed on Baghdad after the Aug. 2, 1990 
".'ion of Kuwait. The new line gives 10 oil wells as well as an 
-pwv :: ■ _'*doned naval base at Urn Qasr to Kuwait. In addition, at least 
pv» „ J -^Jraqi police posts below the border would have to be moved, 
: -■ 7. io date has been set. There have been repeated clashes around 

ni-r- OcrT-j .io!ice posts in the demilitarised zone, but spokesman Abdul- 
.;ri: z^-y Khabbaj said the installation of die posts went without 
C ' H^'-Tent. “We can say we had full cooperation by both sides, 
m : ait and Iraq and die task went smoothly, without any major 

rj ; . _r* : • Vents," said Mr. Khabbaj. The last post went in near the port of 
pVpf. >?■? ' Qasr, completing the five-week project to put concrete posts 
lk .-‘. -ju ttf 1 y two kilometres along the 210 kilometre border, said Mr. 

.•li-:' jbaj, the spokesman for the United Nations Iraq Kuwait 
\ , _-':- ; ‘rvatioD Mission. 


lit - 


Security Council 

(Coathmed from page 1) 


-er later responded that 
jjv-:: ■■^, sds ^ Kuwaitis were stiU 
’-i-', Vj g inside Iraq. 

vould urge you to investi- 
c “ any way possible," A1 
, . Vr.' '• told the council, 
j.j..-,: .cr: Aziz further insisted that 

ZZ "' ty Conncfl resolutions de- 
, J r , ' : 'ng that it allow humamta- 
A '.lid to reach Kurds and 
in Iraq were politically 
Z\' -- ded by Western powers on 

! !l , O- 7 "' V 0IUK ^* 

u >; Aziz accused dm United 
ji' ; , Britain and France of 
ftn - launching Opera- 
' : r: .. r; loride Comfort to protect 
> f ... in northern Iraq in 1991, 
=■? ’• Jie collapse of a post-Gulf 
^-■’urdish uprising against Ira- 
,.«ident Saddam Hussdn. 
w - r j ;.- -are was the West’s concern 
• .e. Kurds when Turkey re- 


cently launched an offensive 
against Turkish Kurdish rebels in 
northern Iraq , Mr. Aziz asked. 

Iraq says it has no incentfve to 
cooperate if the embargo remains 
indefinitely. 

■ U.S. President George Bush 
and British Prime Minister John 
Major have said they would 
oppose lifting the embargo as 
long as President Hussein re- 
mains in power because they con- 
sider him a destabilising fence in 
the region. 

Diplomats said Iraq's council 
presentation appeared aimed as 
modi at foe incoming Clinton 
administration as at the council as 
a whole. But Iraqi efipiomats have 
said Ba gh dad does not expect any 
short-term changes in U.S. poli- 
cy- 


Rain storm gradually ends 

(Cpntinied from page 1) 


;-w ’■ minister said in his state- 
: Monday that Jordanian far- 
- are also advised to grow 
. -es, onions* garlic, maize 
' V lima! feed of the kind dial 
Us stored.. ■ 

' r a of foe crops are grown in 
Tdan Valley region which is 
‘ ed normally from foe King 


Talal dam 

The heavy snow and rain and 
flood- in the past winter season 
damaged vast areas of crops in 
foe Jordan Valley and southern 
Jordan. The ACC this year 
c ate prfed soft teens to farmers to 
enable them to plant and develop 

farmlands. 


France ‘retains’ right 

(Con&BBcd from page 1) 


r .nt'- osition deputies indicate that a no-confidence motion be 
ill support the go v e r n ment . filed against' Mr. Beregovoy for 
L ' inner Pierre Beregovoy his “disastrous agricultural pofa- 
•• a hard line on farm policy, cv-’* 

’ ” . - He deputy urged Tuesday 


two-way radio system owned by 
Motorola and IBM 

But all this technology has not 
yet been put into one seamless 
package, and doing so will re- 
quire tradeoffs and compromises 
until more advancements are 
made, experts say. 

In addition, the wireless com- 
munications networks still are not 
sufficiently developed *.o enable 
the intensive uses envisioned for 
information appliances. 

"It’s kind of a cfaicken-and-egg 
problem,’’ said Larry Tester, vice 
president of Apple’s Newton 
group. He said the communica- 
tions systems may not be de* 
veloped until foe investment can 
be justified by a large number of 
information devices on the mar- 
ket. Meanwhile, the usefulness of 
the devices will be limited by the 
capabilities of the communica- 
tions systems. 

To that end, IBM joined a 
group of major cellular phone 
companies earlier this year in 
announcing they would modify 
their systems so they could send 
computer data as easily as phone 
calls. 

Another hurdle is the lack of 
standards in the field. There is no 
basic operating system software 
for the devices, such as foe DOS 
operating system that made IBM- 
type PCs popular. Without a 
standard operating system, soft- 
ware developers lack a basic 
framework around which they 
can craft specific uses for the 
gadgets. 

Several companies are trying to 
promote a standard. One is Ap- 
ple. which is licensing its Newton 
technology to others, including 
Japan’s Sharp Electronics Corp. 
Sharp will make Newtons for 
itself as well as for Apple. 


German 

unity 

(Continued from page 4) 

habilitation of tens of thousands 
of persons who were wrongfully 
persecuted and for political 
reasons convicted, imprisoned or 
suffered obstruction to their pro- 
fessional advancement. 

German officials say the unjust 
convictions must be annulled and 
those concerned compensated — 
both morally and financially. 
Nearly 100,000 victims will be 
compensated with DM l.S bil- 
lion, according to regulations 
being charted at present. 

To conclude, one can say that 
the German people are overwhel- 
mingly happy to see their nation 
united once again. Of course 
sacrifice is required, as unity has 
a price, and it is being paid. 

For the inhabitants of the old 
lander, unity requires the pay- 
ment of more taxes to finance the 
process or reconstruction in the 
East and, partly, the develop- 
ment of Eastern European states 
closer to Germany. For the East, 
a new concept of life has dawned 
on them as they are gradually 
adjusting to the new needs of free 
life, market economy and success 
and progress, which can only 
come through hard competition 
and skill. 

The former two parts of Ger- 
many are united again. So too is 
the capital, Berlin, to which gov- 
ernment offices, parliament and 
other institutions are gradually 
creeping back. With its diligent 
and hard-working inhabitants and 
with its historical, industrial,- 
cultural and other treasures, the 
city is reasserting itself once again 
as one of the most prominent 
industrial and cultural centres of 
the world.. 

9 

The writer, on the staff of the 
Jordaji Times, has just conducted 
a two-week tour of Germany. 


Turncoats reveal 
mafiosi’s private lives 


By P hilip Puflella 
Reuter 

ROME — What does a mafioso 
do after a hard day's work extort- 
ing money? 

Some relax by cooking gour- 
met meals for their friends and 
fellow clan members. Others like 
to spend time with the wife and 
kids, especially on religious holi- 
days. 

Details of the private lives of 
Sicilian mafiosi, along with their 
rites of initiation and bonding 
rituals, have been disclosed by 
"pentiti” — repentant former 
gangsters. 

Most of their testimony to 
magistrates over the years has 
centred on the mafia's main busi- 
ness of drug smuggling, extor- 
tion. protection rackets, murder 
and the regular outbreaks of dan 
warfare. 

But interspersed between this 
vital testimony has been a wealth 
of information about the mafiosi 
in their daily lives as husbands, 
fathers and lovers. 

Cristina Mariotti, a journalist 
for the weekly magazine L’ Es- 
presso, has pored over the testi- 
mony to produce a picture of the 
off-duty mafia-man. 

Other insights have come in a 
recent book b> sociologist Pino 
Arlacchi Men of Dishonour, 
based on the confessions of Anto- 
nino Calderone, a major mafia 
turncoat. 

In many ways today's mafioso 
still seems steeped in tradition. 


He is expected to be faithful to 
his wife, stay dear of "loose 
women" and leave his family out 
of his business activities as much 
as possible. 

One turncoat. Totucdo Con- 
torno, told magistrates that 
mafioso Toni Duca was killed 
because he had an affair with a 
disreputable woman. 

Another young mafioso was 
ordered to quit the woman he 
loved because she was the daugh- 
ter of a boss who had embarras- 
sed the “family" by cheating on 
his wife. 

• Turncoat Marino Mannoia told 
magistrates his brother, a profes- 
sional hit man for the Sicilian 
mob. was ordered to kill a man — 
not a member of the mafia — 
because he was bothering many 
women in the neighbourhood. 

Tommaso Buscetta — the 
mafia’s most significant turncoat, 
whose revelations led to a mass 
trial of more than 300 gangsters 
— himself was isolated within foe 
mob partly because of an unst- 
able private life and because he 
had married three times. 

Informers like Mr. Buscetta 
paid a heavy price for violating 
■'omerta," the mafia's code of 
silence. Reprisals claimed the 
lives of 10 members of his family, 
Mr. Contomo lost 30 relatives. 

Although many mafiosi many 
women from their own or other 
mob families they are advised to 
keep them out of the business. 

“It never pays to let your wife 
know about mafia things," Mr. 


Contomo told magistrates. 

Giacoma Filippeilo, the com- 
panion of a mafioso who also 
turned states' evidence, told 
magistrates: 

"The wife of a ‘man of honour’ 
must remain silent and never 
intervene. It’s better if she just 
serves coffee and liqueurs. But I 
kept my ears open and under- 
stood everything." 

Mafiosi are jealous of their 
women, sometimes to an ex- 
treme. 

Mr. Calderone told of a man 
who jokingly asked foe wife of 
mafia boss Nito Santapaola 
for a kiss because he had carried 
out an errand for her quickly. He 
paid dearly for foe remark: his 
life was spared but he was shot in 
the legs. 

Mafiosi like big family feasts, 
particularly ax Christmas, Easter 
and on patron saints' feast days. 

When he was still at large, Mr. 
Buscetta hired a private plane to 
fly his extended family from Paris 
to Palermo on Christmas eve, so 
they could celebrate with other 
families. 

Mafiosi like to eat well. Res- 
taurants are chosen carefully for 
their security as well as their 
cuisine. Isolated country res- 
taurants are preferred for their 
safety and home cooking. 

But the testimony by the “pen- 
titi” shows that nearly all bosses 
are accomplished cooks in their 
own right — a passion many 
developed while they were in 
hiding. 


The men usually do the cook- 
ing at big family reunions while 
foe women look after the kids 
and the guests, according to foe 
testimony of the turn coals. 

"It was very, very beautiful," 
Mr. Calderone told magistrates 
of one such family feast. “So 
many families together, so many 
‘men of honour.’ more than 50 
people, children playing and 
jumping up and down all over the 
place. There was happiness. We 
laughed and ate until the next 
morning. No one thought of dan- 
ger or death.” 

Mafiosi also like to cook at 
home to relax with their immedi- 
ate families when they are not out 
at business dinners. 

Big sumptuous meals nearly 
always precede or follow impor- 
tant inter-clan meetings or initia- 
tion rites. 

Initiation rites have not 
changed much over foe years in 
Sicily, particularly in rural areas, 
according to the turncoats. 

Mr. Buscetta, who is living in 
the United States under a witness 
protection programme, described 
one such rite to magistrates. 

With bosses from various Sici- 
lian mafia families looking on, 
foe newcomer’s finger is pricked 
and the blood allowed to drip 
onto a holy card image of a saint. 

The image is burned as the new 
mafia recruit recites pledges of 
loyalty and secrecy: “May my 
weak flesh bum like this holy 
image if I do not remain faithful 
to this vow.” 


DALLAH RENTACAR 

AT AMRA HOTEL & QUEEN ALIA INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Is pleased to present the most competitive rental rates for 
1992 cars. 

Daily Monthly 

- Metro, Toyota Starlet, Isuzu 17 450 

-Toyota Corolla, Nissan Sunny - 20 500 

- Toyota Corona, Mitsobishi Gallant * = 

Mercedes 200 25 600 

- Toyota Cressida, Nissan Altima, 

Caprice 30 650 

- Grand Prix, Mercedes 280, 

B.M.W318I 35 700 

- Mini Bus, 4x4 vehicle 40 700 

- Mercedes 500 SEL 50 1000 

Our rates include: Free-MHeage & Full Coverage Insur- 
ance. Just come & visit our offices to have your best car. 
For more information, please call: 

827082,827736 - 820236, 815071. 

Queen Alia Airport: 0851345/6 
Manager on Duty: 829301 EXT. 3344 


A Taiwan Example for the Liberalization of China 

T AIPEI — Taiwan and China are By Ramon H. Myers drawing the hinterland provinces ini 

still Lechnicalhr at war. Vet a J J this vast new commercial ancon urn 


J still technically at war. Yet a 
spreading network of economic and 
personal ties has led to a striking 
improvement in their relations. De- 
spite the formal hostility, Taiwan's 
experience in gradually building po- 
litical democracy on a firm economic 
and social base is a path that Chin3 
would do well to follow. 

Except for a brief period after the 
1989 crackdown against the demo- 
cracy movement, the Beijing govern- 
ment has been committed in recent 
years to economic reform and the 
enrichment of its people. But Chinese 
'leaden insist thai ihc Communivi 
Party must retain supremacy’. So if 
China is to have political reforms, 
these will come later and gradually. 

This same policy sequence has 
characterized Taiwan's experience. 
The governing Kuominiang first pro- 
moted privatization and restructur- 
ing of the economy, then integrated 
the domestic and international mar- 
kets. Finally, after nearly 40 years, 
political reforms were begun to relax 
state control over society. 

Why the long lag? The Kuomin- 
tang perceived two major threats to 
the peaceful modernization process. 
One was a Communist threat from 


China that, by exploiting frustration 
among some groups in Taiwan, might 
lead to internal subversion. 

The other was linkage of an inde- 
pendence movement overseas with an 
effort in Taiwan to take advantage of 
ethnic rivalry and bitterness between 
indigenous Taiwanese and Chinese 
who had come from the mainland. 

By 1986, both threats had greatly 
receded because a prosperous urban 
society and economy nad evolved. 
Taiwan’s people were increasingly sat- 
isfied with the performance of their 

E - rnmeni. China's leaders were 
with domestic economic reform, 
ihe Taiwan nationalist movement 
overseas bad become enfeebled Nei- 
ther any longer posed a serious threat. 

By July 1987. President Chiang 
Ching-kuo, leader of the Kuomin- 
tang, decided that the time was right 
to uft martial law, put in its place a 
new security law. empower different 
organizations to implement that law. 
liberalize the media and allow new 
political parties to form. A National 
Assembly was elated by popular 
vote last December, and other elec- 
tive bodies are in the offing. Demo- 
cracy had become a reality in Taiwan. 


At the same time, b eginning in 
November 1987. people from Taiwan 
were allowed to visit their families on 
the mainland. Today (he extraordi- 
nary increase in trade, investment 
anil exchanges of people between 
China and Taiwan reflects a great 
lowering of tensions. 

From November 1987 to the mid- 
dle of this year, nearly 4 million peo- 
ple from Taiwan visited China. Mule 
30,000 people from the mainland vis- 
ited Taiwan. Two-way trade reached 
J5.7 billion last year, up from $2.7 
bflbon in 1988. In (be Gist half of this 
year. Taiwan businessmen invested 
more than S3 billion in China, where 
theyoperate some 3,000 companies. 

The gradual integration of the 
mainland and Taiwan economies has 
been matched by the integration of 
Hong Kong and its international 
markets with China's Guangdong 
Province. Singapore; too, is develop- 
ing closer economic ties with China. 
A Greater China trading network has 
emerged, and it is expanding into 
Western economies as well as in East 
Asia. This integration has rapidly 
transformed the coastal provinces of 
China into market economies, and is 


drawing the hinterland provinces into 
this vast new commercial emporium. 

The lesson from Taiwan’s experi- 
ence is that when threats to national 
security start to recede and economic 
modernization becomes a sustained 
growth process, rural and urban pros- 
perity flourishes. Then the transition 
to democracy can begin. 

As the record in Taiwan shows, if 
central authorities encourage local 
elections in the villages, counties 
and dues, and allow provinces to 
have a representative body to man- 
age provincial affairs, people be- 
come tolerant of their leaders and 
responsible in their management of 
affairs close to home. 

China’s leaders should learn from 
Taiwan's experience and steadily 
push privatization of economic activ- 
ity, integrate markets and invest in 
education. They should postpone po- 
litical reforms, except those allowing 
for local elections, until popular con- 
fidence in the government is high. 

The wnier, senior fellow at the Hoo- 
ver Institution on War, Revolution and 
Peace, is co-author of a forthcoming 
book on Taiwan's democratization. He 
contributed this comment to the Inter- 
national Herald Tribune. 
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PACKING. AIR FT! EIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
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AMIN KAWAR & SONS 
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CROWN 
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Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 
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* Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
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☆ Keys Service 

•er Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
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After the Philadelphia Hotel 
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Open daily 
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For Hon Jordanians * Residents * 

Abm ( 688271/2 . 868279 . 688310 - location i 08 545500 





\ &30 pm — 


STUMO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sto 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Sbmeisam - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td: 823*9! 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight . 


JMMN E2FEESS W^MS'iT 




announces its new service 
AMMAN - AIRPORT - AMMAN 

wilh its modern air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every half an hour from 
either Abdali Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 750 51s per trip. 

Enquiries: 664146 


■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available tor 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special GErines* Foods 


Op™ JL- n:00-Il:?Q Juify 


Taka away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

| Tel. 66 1 922, Am man] 

•nee luted /yX 
Always uueef 


The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girts School 

Taka away isavaflabla 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

||j£«|ljlS 


Amman -Tel -668 193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


TAIWAN T0URISM0 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
A home delivery 

Open daily 

12.-00 - 15:30 18:30 - Midnight 
Near Third Cirde 
opposite Akilah Hospital 
Jabal Amman, tel. 641093 

Tel.: 641093 




Rtfimess Service* 


The Business Centre of Amman 


Taping 

DeskTop Publishing 
Slide Presentation 
Fax & Courier Sendee 


TH. 624069- F»i 640SM - P.OBttl 910DS0 
Jabtl Wtfixltii - Oppadta Liamlto Ko)pB*l - AUlUN 
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considers retirement, maybe 


NEW YORK (API — Once the 
most dominant figure in tennis, 
Martina Navratilova is consider- 
ing retirement — with an emph- 
asis on the word “considering.” 

“Chances are next year will be 
my last year playing singles full- 
time Navratilova said after her 
7-5, 6-3, 6-1 loss to Monica Seles 
in the Virgins Slims Cham- 
pionship final. 

“1 still will play some matches 
here and there. I don't want to 
make a farewell tour or anything 
like that, but I do want to give the 
fans a chance to come out and see 
me because that may be the last 
year.” 

Retirement was brought up af- 
ter she was whipped solidly by 
Seles in the year-dending. 16 
player tournament. Actually, 
Navratilova played some of her 
best tennis in recent times. It's 
just that Selestas exceptional. 

It was the third consecutive 
year Seles has won the Virginia 
Slims Championships and the 
second straight year she has 
beaten Navratilova in the final. 
But at age 35. Navratilova real- 
ises there will never be another 
1983 for her, or another 161 
tournament titles. 

“I can’t just do a massage and 
be ready to go the next day. I 
really have to take care of my 
body and everything has to be 
just right,” she said. “When 
you're 25, it's much easier to 
overcome a pulled muscle or a 
stomach cramp or whatever." 

A big risk against Seles Sunday 
was going to the net, the only way 


Navratilova plays the game. Yet, 
when she was at her favourite 
spot on the court, she became a 
target for Seles’ laser-sharp pas- 
sing shots. 

For her part, Seles paid tribute 
to Navratilova for bringing “into 
tennis a lot of strength on and off 
the court, and everybody is doing 
that. Before, it was just mostly 
practicing tennis on the court." 

She said her first recollection of 
Navratilova “was against Hana 
(1981) or Chris (in 1992) at the 
Wimbledon final, and 1 brought 
home a poster of heT.” 

Seles has been called dominat- 
ing, winning 70 matches and los- 
ing just five this year; she was 
74-6 in 1991 , while in the past two 
years winning 21 of the 30 tourna- 
ments in which has played and 
finishing runnerup 10 times. Only 
once has she failed to reach the 
final. 

But in 1982. Navratilova post- 
ed a 90-3 match record, followed 
that with 86-1 in 1983 and 78-2 in 
1984. 

She won 54 consecutive match- 
es from the French Open in 1983 
until Jan. 15, 1984, when she lost 
to Hana Mandlikova. Then, she 
didn't lose again until Dec. 6, 
1984, a record stretch of 74 
matches. 

That's a combined 128-1 mark. 

And while she was dominating 
in angles,, she teamed with Pam 
Shriver to post an unbelievable 
doubles record. From June 23, 
1983, until July 9, 1985, Navrati- 
lova and Shriver won a record 109 
consecutive doubles matches. 



Martina Navratilova, who dominated women’s tennis in the 80s, 
has had an outstanding record in singles and doubles tournaments, 
including a record 9 Wimbledon titles 


And they won every Grand 
Slam women's title from the 1983 
Wimbledon until the 1987 French 
Open, a total of 12 consecutive 
crowns. 

Last year, the two teamed up 
again to win the Virginia Slims 
Championships doubles. This 
year, they fell in the semifinals to 


Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and 
Helena Sukova. 

“We’re still going to play some 
doubles before our careers are 
over,” Navratilova said, “but not 
fulltime. Pam will have a fulltime 
partner next year and I won't 
have one. I’m not going to play 
that much doubles.” 



’s Shaquille O’Neal set to 
become NBA’s latest sensation 


NEW YORK (AP) — Shack 
attack is spelled Shaq Attaq on a 
new line of basketballs inspired 
by the arrival of Shaquille O'Neal 
in the NBA. 

With that as a starting point, 
consider ether possibilities result- 
ing from Shaq’s phenomenal 
opening weeks: 

— Shaq, with the speed and 
power and most of the size of a 
maq truck, is craqing the bag of 
NBA defenses this season. 

— “We laq the ability to stop 
him," a coach might sav.r 

— And anyone in his way can 
expect to get smaqed to the floor. 

The name Shaquille. taken 
from the Koran, means “little 
one,” which hardly applies to the 
7-foot-l, 300-pnund Orlando cen- 
tre who is turning the NBA into 
his personal playground. 

He’s already among the league 
leaders with 25.6 points, 16.8 
rebounds and 3.3 blocked shots in 
his First eight games, but numbers 
alone don’t tell the story of his 
early impact. 

“He’s 


team,” said teammate Nick 
Anderson, who has found the 
additional room on the court 
afforded by O'Neal to his liking 
with a 26.1 scoring average. 

U I dream about being part of 
the team that can really grow 
together and do some great 
things,” O’Neal said. “We may 
even be able to do some great 
things this year.” 

With O’Neal, Anderson, De- 
nnis Scott — averaging 18.3 — 
and playmaker Scott Skiles, the 
Magic dearly are making strides 
in that direction. 

Orlando, 21-61 last season, is 
in first place in the Atlantic Divi- 
sion with a 5-3 record despite 
Saturday night's 92-77 loss at 
New York. 


’s a nightmare for the other 


That game represented 
O’Neal’s first test against an elite 
centre, and while the Magic lost 
92-77, O’Neal more than held his 
own against Patrick Ewing, out- 
scoring him 18-15 and outre- 
bounding him 17-9. 

“He’s a great player,” Ewing 


said. “He plays hard and is very 
strong. He’s knows how to find 
people when he needs help in the 
post. He's going to be a great 
pro. 

O’Neal, who grew up in 
Newark, New Jersey, and re- 
members going to games at Madi- 
son Square Garden with his 
father, said he tried nor to take 
the attitude that he has to regard 
games against Ewing, David 
Robinson and Hakeem Olajuwon 
as different from the rest of. the 
Kagame schedule. 

Ewing, Olajuwon and Robin- 
son all ^.consideration as the 
best current NBA centres, but 
some observers are bypassing 
them and begin comparing 
O’Neal to Wilt Chamberlain, 
who dominated statistically if not 
with championships. 

Is Shaq Another Wilt? 

“Maybe,” said his coach. Matt 
Guokas, who played with Cham- 
berlain. “But remember, when I 
played with Wilt he was 28 and in 
his prime. Shaq is 20. 

“Yes, he will be special.” 


One area that prompts com- 
parison with Chamberlain and 
O’Neal is their problems with 
free throws. Chamberlain aver- 
aged 54.0 per cent in his NBA 
career, O’Neal is at 58.5 per cent 
in his first eight games. 

Chamberlain, meanwhile, nev- 
er fouled oat in 1,205 NBA 
games, while O'Neal already has 
one disqualification with six fouls 
and has missed time with foul 
Croubfe in several other games. 

Other than . foul trouble, 
Guokas has no trouble with 
O’Nealr 

“Jtffe’s like a sponge,” Guokas 
said. "He absorbs everything you 
throw at him. His attitude is 
terrific. And he handles all the 
outside stuff wonderfully.” 

So what does Shaq need to be 
even better? 

“I need to work on my jump 
shot, my free throws and my 
all-around game,” he said. “I 
know where I come from, and I 
don’t read my own articles be- 
cause you guys make me out to be 
superman.” 


Rangers’ European hopes rocked by McCoist’s injury 


LONDON (R) — Glasgow Ran- 
gers’ European Cup hopes have 
been dealt a severe blow by in- 
jury to three Scottish internation- 
als including prolific goalscorer 
Ally McColst for Wednesday's 
match against Marseille. 

Captain Richard Gough has 
been out for three weeks with a 
groin strain and McCoist and 
midfielder Stuart McCall broke 
down in training this week with 
calf and neck injuries. 

McCoist is manager Walter 
Smith's biggest worry for the 
group a game in Glasgow as the 
Scottish striker is having an excel- 
lent season with 32 goals in 26 
appearances including two 
against Leeds in the last round. 

Rangers’ goalkeeper Andy 
Goram believes they can kick off 
the European Champions' 
League series with a win against 
the French champions. 

Goran said: “Not many people 
in England believed we could 
beat Leeds in the last round and I 
dor. 1 : suppose there are many 
Frenchmen who think we can 
beat Marseille either. 

Marseille, struggling to score 
goals this season, expect to have 


German international striker 
Rudi Voeiler back from a rib 
injury to boost in attack too 
reliant on Croatian import Aten 
Boksic. 

Marseille's Belgian coach 
Raymond Gqethals, recalled in 
place of Jean Fernandez last 
week after a series of poor re- 
sults, is expected to name a de- 
fensive line-up with five men at 
the back and possibly a place for 
experienced fall back Manuel 
Amoros. 


Van Basten in attack. 

Dutchman Ruud Gullit is ex- 
pected to miss out, with Frank 
Rijkaard certain to play. 

Striker Gigj Lentini, one of 


seven Milanese players on inter- 
national duty in Scotland last 
week, admitted tbat the Italian 
champions were going through a 
difficult phase. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Women's basketball tournament begins today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Four teams Wednesday begin competition in 
the women’s basketball tournament organised by the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF) on the occasion of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s birthday. The participating teams are AI Orthodoxi, AI 
Ahli, AI Jazireh and the Rosary Sisters School teams. Six matches 
will be played over a period of 5 days. AI Orthodoxi play die 
Rosary School and AJ Ahli play AI Jazireh in the opening matches 
today at the Orthodox Dub court. 


Charity walk to be held Friday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A charity wajk organised by the Society for 
the Deaf/Raja’ Centre in Yajuz trill be held Friday. Nov. 27. The 
walk, organised on the occasion of IBs Majesty King Husseins 
birthday will start from the Manhal School in Jubeiba and proceed 
through University Road and finish at the Sports City. Parking 
will be available at the Sports City and bases will transport 
walkers to the start by 9 a.m. 


Liverpool beat Queens Park Rangers 


LONDON (R) — Ronny Rosenthal scored three minutes from 
time to give Liverpool a 1-0 away victory over Queens Pane 
Rangers as John Barnes made his return to the Premier League 
Monday night. Rosenthal’s strike from the left side across 
Rangers’ goalkeeper Tony Roberts into the net was a bitter blow 
for the London club who dominated the match, especially in the 
first half when striker Les Ferdinand proved to be a constant 
threat. England striker Barnes, out of action with Achilles tendon 
trouble sustained playing for England six months ago, made his 
return in the 18th minute when Ian Rush was forced off with a 
hamstring injury. The victory moved struggling Liverpool into 
11th place in the 22-team league. Rangers remain fifth. 


Germans make early bid to stage 2006 World Cup 


FRANKFURT (R) — Germany will present its case for staging 
the 2006 World Cup finals to the international governing body 
FIFA early next year even though a decision is not expected 
before the turn of the century. “If we want to stage the event 
again after 1974, we must report our interest early to the 
international organisations and back it up with concrete plans,” 
German Soccer Federation (DFB) President Egjdrus Br aun said 
Tuesday. “For that reason we will be putting our plans to FIFA at 
the start of next year.’ Germany last staged the finals in 1974 when 
the former West Germany won the tournament. 


Celtics lose again 


HARTFORD, Connecticut (AP) — Moolde Blaylock scored 23 
points in Hartford, Connecticut, including four in overtime, as the 
Atlanta Hawks handed the Boston Celtics their sixth straight loss, 
101-97 in overtime Monday. Blaylock hit a 20-foot jumper with 20 
seconds left to give the Hawks a 99-97 lead. Blair Rasmussen 
knocked away Dee Brown's inside pass to Kevin McHale with 5.8 
seconds left and Dominique Wilkins grabbed the loose ball. 
Wilkins, who bad two rebounds and two assists in overtime, was 
fouled by Brown and hit two free throws with 43 seconds left 
The Celtics, who shuffled their lineup to try to break out of their 
worst start since 1978, missed seven of eight shots in overtime, 
while the Hawks made three of eight. 


McRae loses first place In British RAC Rally 


CHESTER (R) — s Britain’s Colm McRace lost first place to 
Spain’s Carlos Sainz after a road accident on his way to Tuesday's 
first stage of the British RAC Rally at Grizedale in the.-Lake 
District. McRae, driving a Subaru Legacy is in seventh place after 
losing more than four minutes. Meanwhile, former boxing world 
champion Barry McGuigan was knocked out of the rally when his 
Vauxhali seized on Monday's 31th stage. The former feath- 
erweight, now retired from the ring and rallying to raise money 
for a motor industry charity, said the engine of his car went on the 
20-mile Myherin stage in North Wales. 


Injured Platt may play against Milan 


TURIN (R) — Juventus and England midfielder David Platt is 
undergoing intensive therapy on a knee injury in a bid to get fit 
for Sunday’s top-of-the-table clash with AC Milan. The 26-year- 
old playmaker who joined Juventus this season will have an 
operation on the cartilage which has bothered him all season, 
but may still play against league leaders Milan, Juventus officials 
said. A decision on whether be can play Sunday wQ] probably be 
taken Wednesday afternoon, they said, adding the operation 
could take place Thursday if he is ruled unfit. 


Amoros, who holds the French 
record of international caps, lost 
his berth in both the Marseille 
and France sides this season but 
played as substitute against Stras- 
bourg Friday. 

Former Marseille striker Jean- 
Pierre Papin returns to the AC 
Milan side in place of Daniele 
Massaro for their European Cup 
Group B match against Sweden’s 
IFK Gothenburg in Milan. 

Papin and midfielders Demet- 
rio Albertini and Stefano Eranio 
are the likely changes from the 
side who were held to a draw by 
Intematiozale, with Papin play- 
ing alongside Dutchman Marco 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — -Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*QJ8 75 :QJ762 *QJ93 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West. 

I 7 Pass 1 NT 

3 : Pass ? 

What action do ynu take? 


you hold: 

*KJ8 7A965 vAJXOS 
The bidding has proceeded: 


*43 


North 
i 

i * 

What do you bid now? 


East 

Pass 


South 
1 T 


West 


Q JZ — 'Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*7 '7 AQ 10876 KJ8 *KJ5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

3 * Dbl Pass ? 

What do vou bid now? 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*J6 TKQ95 AK10 *AJ82 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 


Q.4- — Neither vulnerable, as South 


Q'S — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

♦8762 ~Q6 ;aJ76 *Q63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 2 * Pass 

3 T Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: * 

*62 7X1097 0Q96 *AXJ5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 2 * Pass 

2 v Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Peanuts 


IF THE TREES ARE BARE.. 
IF THE 5K1E5 ARE GRAY.. 




IF THE ZAMBONi 15 
RUNNING, CAN WINTER 
BE FAR BEHINP? 








Andy Capp 



Nlutt'n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER, ^ 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll fighter Fou 

can irk. yon but give no 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Ea- 
mms in what ever interests you 
today that has to do with charm 
beauty , tbe romantic or lighter side 
of life, art, music, culture and any 
like interest that will lift your 
spirits. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Daring tbe day avoid pushing any 
initiatives at your dwelling while m 
che evening make sure you cany 
recreation arrangements 
made. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take care during the daytime that 
you are very exact about the man- 
ner m which you handle com- 
munications; tonight do the same 
with a home situation. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider bow you can top off some 
unnecessary expenses during the 
day and make your assets greater, 
then tonight use much care while in 
motion. 


facts from 

terests you. , 

LIBRA: (September 23 1 
22)Do whatever year; 
duties are in a roonhe.- 
fast fashion during & 
while tonight is nor rim. 
any personal demands. 

SCORPIO; (October^ 
ber 21) A new .con® 
much mor study. and-- ^ 
before putting into foot 
the evening try to avoid 
spotlight if possible,-.' 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nover 
December 21) You mn 
to attend ' to wfastcifo 
obligations face yotrz 
avoid that pressure to. 
some new 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You fed yon are not 
grtit>g die personal pleasures oat 
of life rbat yon want the most and 
later find its because money isn't 
Bowing to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
need tn be very careful who you 
confide in or private will leak out 
today but tonight keep calm and 
objective when witif mutual ac- 
quaintances. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have an acquaintance who 


CAPRICORN: (Decern 
January 20) Open oppq 
partner would bring at 
subs so be truly and 
while tonight carefeHyst 
meats between the tn? 

AQUARIUS: (Janaary 2 
ary 19) Do whatever tad 
you in a stick-to-afiwun 
and the day goes aksj 
but tonight don’t get hr 
new enterprise. 

PISCES: (February 20 
20) Plan any recreation 
meats now with no dhs 
if they later have to b 
about and tonight relax 
tep dull duties. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Ho 



*1 hope you appreciate. this, 
Stanley. It wasn’t easy finding*. 
pizza flavored lipstick!* 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, ^ 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onflnary words 


THAT SCRAMBLED WOR* 
« by Henri Arnold and 8r 

¥~ * ■ 


NUNAL 


^zxx: 



er«.> 


REHKI 


_o_ 



TANGOU 



□ 

in 


SOOPUR 






fa «. .. 


HOW THE 
PORCUPINE WON '• 
THE BIS FIGHT. _ 


form the surprise answar, 
fleeted by the abow cartoon 


Prbt answer hare: “ (HI M " 


■Khangi 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: AZURE OAKEN 


(Answers tm. 
DONKEY POWD& 


Answer How the pianist finally tost weight— 
HE "POUNDED" AWAY 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Betty JorgenMfl 


ACROSS 
1 Native African 
5 Forest food 
9 Greeting 

14 Foretoken 

15 Native Peruvian 

16 Fr. spa 

17 October 
birthstone 

18 Great performer 

19 Ha wrote "The 
Cloister end the 
Hearth" 

20 Statesman Lee 

23 Highland 
headgear 

24 Derate from 
course 

25 Lamb's dam 
28 Smear 

31 Donates one 
tenth 

36 Cartoonist 
Addams. for 
short 
38 Graf — 

40 Foot the Mi 

41 General Lee 

44 Islam's God 

45 Actress Patricia 

48 RecorcRng of 
votes 

47 Abounded 

49 Boob- 

51 US humorist 

52 Legal matter 
5* Sea creature 
56 us General Lae 

62 Une of a letter 
63Needtocase 

84 Vicinity 

67 -A BeB for — " 

68 Alert 

MMewac element 

70 Troglodyte 

71 Dross 

72 Fencaig sword 



DOWN 

’ P’johcpiaoo 

2 Rersfon 

3 Renan's 


7 Surgical 
memento 

8 Past due 
SBytNs means 

10 Tied 

11 P i am r l nity 

12 Barfs wife 

13 Single 
jMBjacfcguarti 
22 Cloche 

25 Acclaim 

26 During 

27 Bald-headed 
bird 

29 Atop 

30 Calais cap 

32 Snare 

33 r 


Ya tfa w U y** Paate ^ 


nnruin fjnnn 
nnrnno nnr»fl » 
nnnnn nrnnn 

nnrun 

mnnnnnnn nut, 

onnon nnnnf\ 
nnnn • 

rann nnnnn n' T 

nnrc nnnrtfi 

nnonnnn 
niTi-nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nann nnnn gfj 
nnnn nnnnji^ 



4 Dark 
50i» 

8 Theater 

acronym 


34 

35 Mode 

37 Pretense 53 Frets 

39 Jacob's twin XFuS 

5® Make over 2?rS5 
«F*SNn0njdeiy 57 Algerian dty 

Sr/?? 58 Canning plant "2, 

30 Notable years SSLatabbr. 68Bq£ 


60 

5rn*Pl 
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reek Drachma 0 


ypriot Pound 


Tr ioa 

4B In dicts for Amman Financial Market 


adustry Sector 


3cc«nb<T Jl. 1990 = 


U LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

5 ^^^NDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
^ i j ! ling world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

-• ^ the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

. e sterling 1.5195/205 

;r-'B U.S. dollar 1.2933/38 

* V-V- 1.5985/92 

^ 1.7950/80 

. 1.4380/90 

— ■ ^ 32.90194 

5.4475/525 

(VQAJ 1386/1391 

U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 

124.15/20 

■f 6.7000/8500 

■rr 1 6.4500/6500 

6.1700/2700 

RE ' ounce of gold $334.50/335. 00 

Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Cinema - Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


Jamie Lee Curtis 
In 


BLUE STEEL 

Show 3 JO. &J5, &30, 10J0 


Tel: 675571X 

NabtlAI Mashini Theatre \ 


Today aiidf Nabll Ai 

Mashlni Theatre in Ab^ali 
presents 
Abu Awwad_ In 

AA’AH WA KAYMEH (CHAOS) 


Group of 15 pledges 
to share notes on 
privatisation 

DAKAR (R) — The Group of 15 (G-15) developing countries closed 
their third summit Monday promising to compare notes as they 
undertake privatisation of nationalised industries. 

A communique issued at the end oF the three-day summit 
recommended regular meetings so that member nations could learn 
from the failures and successes of each other's development 
programmes. 

The meetings should “place an emphasis on privatisation, given 
that the nationalisations of the past turned out so disastrously." the 
statement said. 

Modelled on the Group of Seven richest industrialised nations, the 
G-15 was set up by countries attending the non-aligned summit in 
Belgrade in 1989. 

The Senegal meeting stressed the need to strengthen South-South 
cooperation while improving relations with the developed North. 


Assets of commercial 
banks in Qatar soar 

MANAMA (R) — Total assets of Qatari commercial banks rose 
17.02 per cent to 27.08 billion riyals ($7.44 billion) in the first half of 
1992 compared to the same period last year. Figures issued by the 
Qatar Monetary Agency (QMA) showed that total assets of 13 
commercial banks operating in the Gulf state stood at 23.11 billion 
riyals ($6.35 billion) in the first six months of 199 1. As sets of the 
QMA, the central bank, rose to 2.81 billion riyals ($772 million) at 
end-June 1992 from 2.61 billion ($718 million) at end-June 1991. The 
report put preliminary figures for Qatar’s income in 1991/92 fiscal 
year, which started in April 1991, at 9.17 billion riyals ($2.52 billion) 
compared to 1990/91 income of 11.94 billion ($3.28 billion). Total 
expenditure in 1991792 was put at 10.60 billion ($2.91 billion), slightly 
up on the 1990/91 of 11.38 billion ($3.\g billion). 
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JORDAN KUWAIT HANK 

THE BOUSING BANK 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANE 

ONION RANK POP SAVING L INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/JOPTAN 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

AMMAN BANK POP INVESTMENT /OLD 

NEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

NATIONAL PWTPOLIO SECURITIES 

BUSINESS BARE 
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BAN* Or JORDAN 
JUAB BAN* 

JORDAN INSURANCE 
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JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

JORDAN KUWAIT 00. FOR ACRI. C FOOD PPOC. 

ARAB PAPE? CONVERTING A TRADING 

JORDAN DAIRY 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL A AGRICULTURAL 
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NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
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NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
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JORDAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JWIOO 

NATIONAL CABLE C WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPHO-CSEKICKLB 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

J06DAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

Universal modern industries 

ARAB INVESTMENT A XTODUTIOHAL TRADE 
JORDAN TOBACCO S CIGARETTES 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINAJU 
TO ARAB POTASH 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PAAALLEL MARKET 

TRADING VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET 


1.1-1 

PJ.6.9D 

19.150 

510 

b4,40fc 

7.815 

«S0 

ilj*. ...ostr 


.0:1 r ..*m 

.121 I9.8CJ 
,590 

.250 J.090 


■850“ 4.100 
286 I - - 440 


».CSJ 10.500 
1.I1J 1.570 

S.457 <5.660 

I. 104 *1.420 

7,053 6.080 

i.163 10.360 

J. 45D 4.240 

J.8J4 lJ.IBO 


292 27-850 

17.644 8.430 

400 19.200 



Cinema 


COVER GIRL 

Shows: 1£30. 3:30. &I5, 8 JO, 10:30 

Thursdays & Friday children 

\ shows at 11:00 a - tn - 

a PROBLEM 


/ AHLAN 


rnoi 



‘ ;Show: 8:30 p.m. 

Ticket window l» open ell day 



Nabil & Hisham’s 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Always something new in the Review: 

“Welcome New World Order" 
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EC looks for cheap 
ways to boost growth 


Suleyman Demirel 

Demirel 
offers Turkey 
as gateway 
to former 
Soviet 
republics 

LONDON (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel 
urged European business leaders 
Monday to step up Investment in 
his country and use Turkey as a 
gateway to the newly-emerging 
former Soviet Asian republics. 

Speaking to British business- 
men during a visit to London, 
Mr. Demirel also called on the 
European Community (EC) to 
reassess his country's economic 
and political position and reaf- 
firmed irs commitment to be 
established “in the Western 
fold.” 

Mr. Demirel said that after 
Turkey achieves a customs union 
with the EC in 1995 it will “con- 
stitute a most attractive, cost- 
effective production and trading 
rentre” for the markets of the 
former Soviet Central Asian re- 
publics. 

Turkey recently staged a sum- 
mit of leaders from Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kirgi- 
zistan and Turkmenistan and has 
been active in promoting contacts 
with those states. 

‘Turkey helped put them on a 
world platform.” Mr. Demirel 
said. 

He highlighted the possibility 
of exploiting natural gas fields in 
the area, with plans already 
under discussion for a possible 
pipeline to the West. 

“The resources of Turkey are 
not enough to meet the opportu- 
nities in her region and we see 
every reason for us to come 
together in partnership in this 
part of the world,” he told a 
meeting organised by the Confed- 
eration of British Industry. 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EC) governments 
are scrambling for a cheap way to 
show worried voters they are 
finally doing something about 
sluggish economic growth. 

EC finance ministers, openly 
admitting that their economies 
were weakening rather than 
strengthening, agreed Monday to 
flesh out plans to spur growth by 
investing more on projects such 
as roads, railways and com- 
munication networks. 

‘To all European governments 
the facts of life have been coming 
home, and the fears and anxieties 
about the slowing down of the 
rate of growth in the European 
economy have been growing all 
the time.” British Finance Minis- 
ter Norman Lament said. 

The executive commission has 
scaled back its 1993 growth fore- 
cast to just 1.4 per cent, while 
unemployment may top 11 per 
cent — a hostile climate in which 
to promote the EC’s ambitions of 
economic integration capped by a 

single currency. 

“If the European Community 
is unable to tackle the problems 
we have now, it will be very 
difficult to explain to ordinary 
people what economic and 
monetary union is,” EC's Econo- 
mic Affairs Commissioner Hen- 
ning Christophersen said. 

Plans for a growth package, 
which EC leaders will discuss at 
their Dec. 11 summit in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, may sound re- 
dolent of the S86 billion fiscal 
package Japan unveiled in Au- 
gust or U.S. President-elect Bill 
Clinton's proposal to boost public 
spending by up to $220 billion 
over four years. 

In reality the ECs plans arc 
much more modest. 

Ministers want to be seen to be 
doing something, but their top 
priority is not to bust their 
budgets. 

Horst Koehler, state secretary 
in the German finance ministry, 
said Bonn, the biggest financial 
contributor to the EC, would play 
an active part in discussions of a 
growth plan. 

But when Germans are being 
asked to tighten their belts to pay 
for unification, it was politically 
unrealistic for the EC to want to 
go on a spending spree. 

"There is no getting around the 
fact that this is definitely not the 
time for deficit-financed recovery 
programmes,” he said. 

Mr. Lamont. while endorsing 
temporary deficit increases if a 
country is in recession, also ruled 
out big spending packages. 

“What we are emphatically not 


talking about is an expansion of 
fiscal deficits. It has not been 
over view that you can end the 
recession by spending large 
amounts of public money,” be 
pointed out. 

The main idea kicked around 
Monday was to set up a new 
investment fund within the 
Luxembourg-based European In- 
vestment Bank. Its capital, 
according to a tentative commis- 
sion proposal, would be $2.S bil- 
lion. 

With private investors funding 

50 per cent of any projects, that 
would be enough capital to fond 
infrastructure schemes totalling 

51 5 billion, about one-fifth of the 
seed capital that Mr. Christ- 
ophersen said was needed to get 
Europe's economies moving. 

If the spending was synchro- 
nised with investments by mem- 
ber governments, there could be 
an important impact on confi- 
dence and growth, French Fi- 
nance Minister Michel Sapin said. 

But it was not clear either how 
much of the money would be new 
ot would have been spent in any 
case. 

‘‘There's a lot of juggling 
around with the fijgures,” a Dutch 
official said. 

And the ELB, with the best will 
in the world, would be sure to 
take months to identify, appraise 
and approve projects. 

The most direct road to stron- 
ger European growth would be 
via lower interest rates. But 
ministers barely touched on the 
issue or on the recent turmoil in 
European currency markets, 
brought on largely by the Bun- 
desbank's tight monetary poli- 
cies. 

Mr. Koehler dashed hopes that 
Sunday morning's six per cent 
devaluation of the peseta and the 
escudo — the thrid upheaval in 
Europe's exchange rate mechan- 
ism in 10 weeks — might lead 
Germany’s central bank to relax 
its fierce grip on credit. 

“We reject the idea of auto- 
matically linking realignments to 
interest rate redactions,” Mr. 
Koehler said. 

Mr. Lamont said Tuesday that 
Germany had underestimated the 
recession and made a fresh call 
for lower German interest rates 
to stimulate growth in the EC. 

Mr. Lamont said he believed 
lower German interest rates were 
vital for economic recovery with- 
in the 12-nation bloc. 

“I had been earlier this year 
saying this to the Germans and 
others and trying to persuade 
them to cut interest rates. That, I 
believe, would be the most im- 


portant thing that could be 
done.” said the chancellor. 

“It is for the Germans to make 
their own decisions, but i think 
frankly that the Germans and a 
□umber of other countries have 
underestimated the impact of re- 
cession, underestimated the slow- 
down that has been happening in 
Germany, and I think now other 

countries are beginning to get 
quite worried,” be added. 

He said of the current econo- 
mic dimate: “What is also clear is 
there is increasing worry and 
anxiety about growing recession 
in Europe, growth slowing down 
in all countries and the feeling 
that this is something that the 
Community and the countries of 
the Community must discuss.” 

He dismissed reports in the 
British press that the EC would 
spend very heavily to try to spur 
recovery. 

“What we were talking abour 
was to a considerable extent 
probably a reallocation of ex- 
isting money, what we were also 
talking about was using institu- 
tions like the European Invest- 
ment Bank in conjunction with 
the private sector,” said Mr. 
Lamont, in a telephone interview 
from Brussels. 

“I want to make it clear, seeing 
there was so much talk in this 
morning's papers about 
£40.... £50 billion (S60.5.... $75.6 
billion) that no figures of any 
kind were discussed at any time 
yesterday.” 

Asked if this meant no new 
spending at all. Mr. Lamont said: 
“I don't know whether there will 
be no new spending but I think 
the sorts of figures that were 
mentioned in this morning’s pap- 
er... were not the sorts of figures 
that most people had in mind 
yesterday.” 

On' commentators’ observa- 
tions about similarities between 
the European plan and Mr. 
Lament's own strategy for Britain 
and the prospect of a “dash-for- 
growth” using capital spending, 
the chancellor said: 

”.... I don't think this is a 
question of a dash for growth or 
kick-starting the European eco- 
nomy but it is frying to recognise 
the concerns about a slowdown.” 

Of the row over Britain’s- EC 
budget rebate, he said: 

“We have always made it clear 
that as far as we are concerned, 
this is a key objective in onr 
negotiations to see that there is 
no serious, significant adverse 
chance in onr abatement. That 
would not be easy for ns to 
accept.” 


Cambodian government finally heeds 
U.N. calls to stop runaway inflation 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — Infla- 
tion is soaring in Cambodia but 
the government has been reluc- 
tant to take strict remedies be- 
cause it fears losing popular sup- 
port before next year's general 
election. 

Consumer prices rose 130 per 
cent from January to August, said 
officials of the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing operation that is guiding the 


country to elections after 13 years 
of civil war. The Cambodian riel, 
which traded at about 550 for one 
U.S. dollar last December, has 
fallen to about 2,000. 

A major cause of inflation, 
which has been severely hurting 
people on fixed salaries, has been 
the government’s printing of new 
money to finance its $40 million 
budget deficit. For months, U.N. 


Fiat takes over Polish car 
manufacturer FSM 


WARSAW (R) — Italian car 
maker Hat has taken over Po- 
land's state-owned FSM car fac- 
tory under a $2 billion deal, the 
biggest foreign investment in Po- 
land so far. 

Polish Finance Minister Jerzy 
Osiatynski and Gugliemo Capra, 
director of international opera- 
tions at Hat Auto, signed an 
agreement for the Italian-based 
car manufacturer to take 90 per 
cent stakes in three companies 
being created out of FSM. 

“I hope that these companies 
will be successful and work to the 
benefit z.i both Hat and Poland,” 
Mr. Osiatynski said after the sign- 
ing ceremony. 


The success of the deal was 
important to Poland which has 
been trying to encourage foreign 
investment to help it move to- 
wards a market economy. 

Mr. Capra said the takeover 
would be completed within 16 
weeks. 

“Auditors will move in to 
assess all details and there will be 
a final adjustment,” he told Reu- 
ters, adding that the final amount 
to be paid could not be defined 
until then. 

Fiat spokesman Roberto Zan- 
grandi said the firm would invest 
$2 billion m FSM which is already 
producing Fiat’s Cinquecento 
miskar. 


officials have urged that this be 
halted. 

Premier Hun Sen said his gov- 
ernment finally will stop mass 
minting and fry to cover expenses 
by new measures, including tax- 
ing foreigners living in hotels. 
Unnecessary expenditures such 
as construction of government 
buildings also will be halted, he 
said in an interview. 

“I consider myself sitting on a 
volcano,” he said. “If it erupts, I 
consider that the end of me.” 

“If this government came to 
collapse because of economic 
problems, the whole U.N. prog- 
ramme would collapse,” Mr. Hun 
Sen said. 

Cambodia's election is sche- 
duled to be held by May 1993. 

Mr. Hun Sen refused to raise 
taxes or cut government staff, 
insisting he could not hurt 
Cambodians who already were 


living hand-to-mouth in one of 
die world’s poorest countries. 

Mr. Hun Sen said he could not 
cut government salaries because' 
they amount to only 40,000 riels - 
(about $20) a month — enough 
for two cartons of cigarettes. 

Mr. Hun Sen. bad been hoping 
for foreign budget support. But 
the Khmer Rouge guerrilla group 
successfully lobbied against that, 
saying it would be unfair to Cam- 
bodia's three other factions. 

Mr. Hun Sen said the Khmer 
Rouge's refusal to disarm despite 
the peace pact has forced him to 
keep his 120,000 soldiers on a 
payroll already burdened by 
145,000 civil servants. 

Roger Lawrence, the senior 
U.N. economic adviser in Phnom 
Penh, had recommended that the 
government impose taxes and cut 
expenditures to finance its budget 
deficit. 



^TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 829882/829883 


AMMAN ARAB CALLIGRAPHY CENTRE announces 
that it has commenced registering students for a course in 

ARAB CALLIGRAPHY and blank Ornamentation 

Number is limited. Registration starts as of today. 

Abdali/near the Economic Printing Press, tel. 512577 


TO RENT 

Flats, houses, villas, furnished, unfurnished. 
Office open till late each night. ' 

For further details, 
please phone Amman - 657041 
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ghting in Bosnia as U.N. 
prepares to Help stranded towns 


SARAJEVO (R) — Mortar 
shells hit besieged Sarajevo Tues- 
day after a day of battles in 
several parts of Bosnia as U.N. 
relief workers prepared to deliver 
aid to two stranded Muslim 
towns. 

Bosnian radio said that the old 
town section of the besieged 
capital was hit by mortar fire 
Tuesday morning, and fighting 


was reported in the outlying dis- 
trict of Vogosca 


During the night there was a 
heavy artillery attack on the edge 
of the old town as well as on the 
suburbs of Hrasno and Dobrinja, 
the radio added. 

On Monday lighting was re- 
ported across Bosnia, despite the 
ceasefire in force for nearly two 
weeks, particularly in the 
Muslim-held northern towns of 
Gradacac and Tuzia. 

Fighting also raged until late in 
the day around Brcko and 
Taesanj in the north, Oiovo and 
Bugojno in the centre and Konjic 
in the southwest. 

In Sarajevo U.N. relief work- 
ers were preparing to deliver food 
Wednesday to the starving towns 
of Gorazde and Srebenica. be- 
sieged by Serb forces for weeks. 
They have threatened to suspend 
aid to 100,000 Serbs in eastern 
Bosnia if they are obstructed. 

Previous attempts to get aid to 
Srebenica were thwarted by 
Serbs, including women and chil- 
dren who lay down in the road to 
bait vehicles. 

Officials of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said aid shipments to 
the Serbs would only resume if 


local leaders allowed UNHCR 
convoys through to the stranded 
towns of Gorazde and Srebreni- 
ca. 

"The Serbs will suffer, but they 
are not at risk. The people of 
Gorazde and Srebrenica are at 
risk. . .they are at the limit of their 
capacity to survive.” said 
UNHCR special envoy Jose 
Maria Mendiluce. 

The suspension marked a turn- 
ing point in the U.N. handling of 
aid shipments in Bosnia and sig- 
nalled that the UNHCR was pre- 
pared to get tough with local 
warlords. 

“Every week we are attacked, 
shot at, shelled, diverted, de- 
layed.” Mr. Mendiluce said. “But 
we have assumed a very impor- 
tant responsibility — that is. to 

keep alive the victims of this 
conflict, and we shall do it.” 

Mr. Mendiluce said convoys to 
the two towns would set out 
Wednesday. If they succeeded, 
aid would be resumed to some 
100,000 Serbs affected by the 
UNHCR decision. 


The Bosnian Serb News Agen- 
cy (SRNA) quoted Serb military 
sources Monday evening as 
saying they would do everything 
necessary to ensure the safe arriv- 
al of the convoys. 

Mr. Mendiluce said it had been 
his own decision to “play poker" 
with the Serb authorities. But he 
added that he had the full support 
of Sadako Ogata, the high com- 
missioner. 


Mr. Mendiluce said while the 
affected Serbs received 1,228 tor 
nes of relief aid in early Noven 
ber, people in the two Musli 


towns, who total roughly the 
same number, got nothing. 

The UNHCR relief missions 
are just one of the international 
efforts to ease the situation in 
Bosnia and Croatia which are 
blocked, violated or simply 
ignored by one or more of the 
warring Serbs, Croats and Mus- 
lims. 

U.N. peacekeepers said Mon- 
day there had been over 200 
violations of a no-fly zone in 
Bosnia and accused Croats, Mus- 
lims as well as Serbs of bolding up 
aid supplies. 

They reported increasing 
lawlessness in Serb-controlled re- 
gions of Croatia, with racketeer- 
ing and attacks on civilians, parti- 
cularly old people, by armed 
members of both sides. 

“It is increasingly bleak and 
anarchic as winter sets in,” said 
Cedric Thom berry, deputy head 
of the U.N. peacekeeping Force 
(UNPROFOR). 

In a fresh bid to stop arms 
reaching Bosnia and to tighten a 
U.N. embargo on Serbia and 
Montenegro, the two republics 
which make up the rump Yugos- 
lav state. Western warships put a 
naval blockade into action Mon- 
day by stopping and searching 
three ships in the Adriatic. 

Warships Tuesday stopped and 
searched a Montenegrin mer- 
chant vessel in the Adriatic but 
later let it go. 

Western European Union 
(WEU) warships subsequently 
stopped a further two vessels 
’ hose cargoes are currently being 
checked, an Italian Navy spokes- 
man said Tuesday. 


He gave no further details on 
tile identity of the latest two ships 
stopped. 

Romanian President Ion tiies- 
cu said in an interview published 
Tuesday his country would abide 
by U.N. resolutions tightening a 
naval embargo against Yugosla- 
via but added it could not check 
foreign vessels on the Danube. 

“Of course we will apply U.N. 
resolutions,” Mr. Diescu. who 
arrived in Paris for a one-day visit 
Tuesday, told the daily newspap- 
er Le Figaro. 

“We can control what is hap- 
pening in Romanian ports but we 
cannot control Russian or Ukrai- 
nian ships on the Danube.” he 
said. 

The United Nations Security 
Council, in measures to tighten 
sanctions, last week banned the 
trans-shipment of important com- 
modities like oil, coal, metals and 
rubber through Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro without special permis- 
sion from the Council's Sanctions 
Committee. 

Commenting on suspicions that 
Romanian vessels transporting 
goods along the Danube from 
Hungary to Romania were in 
reality unloading in Yugoslavia, 
Mr. Diescu said: 

“Romania has not been ac- 
cused. There has only been suspi- 
cion about the efficiency of con- 
trols along the Danube.” 

Mr. Diescu said the reinforcing 
of international controls on the 
Danube was a Romanian idea. 

But he agreed that his country 
sympathised with the Serbian 
cause, saying: “Serbia is our his- 
torical ally and closest neigh- 
bour." 


Yeltsin seeks ‘political truce’ with opposition 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin Tuesday appealed 
for a “political truce” with oppo- 
nents just two weeks before a 
critical session of parliament that 
he said could determine the fu- 
ture of Russia. 

“It is clear that Russia needs a 
respite from completely useless 
political confrontation,” Mr. 
Yeltsin told leaders of auton- 
omous republics within Russia. 
His remarks were reported by the 
ITAR-TASS and Interfax news 
agencies. 

Mr. Yeltsin suggested a stabi- 
lisation period of one to one and 
a half years, saying that con- 
tinued political bickering “can 
bleed the country dry and lead it 
to a dead end. 


The 1,046-member parliament 
is a holdover from the Soviet era. 
It is dominated by former Com- 
munists elected in 1990, long 
before the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed. 

Parliament deputies must “set 
the working tone in the formation 
of a new Russian state,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. “Only this will make 
it possible to preserve Russia as a 
single, independent, unified state 
and give an extra impetus to 
economic reforms.” 


"ft is necessary to have a poli- 
tical truce for the duration of the 
stabilisation period," be said. 

The Russian Congress of Peo- 
ple’s Deputies is scheduled to 
. convene Dec. 1. Hardliners have 
said they will seek to oust Mr. 
Yeltsin’s acting prime minister, 
Yegor Gaidar, and strip Mr. 
Yeltsin of his power to issue 
presidential decrees. 


The speaker of parliament, 
Ruslan Khasbulatov, said in a 
newspaper ■n*Vn-?e w publi hed 
Tuesday that lawmakers had 
made several concessions to Mr. 
Yeltsin but warned him to not 
mistake that for weakness. 

"You can rest assured that the 
legislature will be able to stand its 
ground,” he told Nezavisimaya 
Gaze la. 

He also warned those who 
would concentrate more power in 
the president's hands. 

“What worries me most of all is 
the utter irresponsibility of such 
people who do not even seem 
aware that they are playing with 


tire.” Mr. Khasbulatov said. 

“Despite the calls that are 
heard today from the left and 
from the right for an authorita- 
rian, Communist or 'democratic* 
regime, the implementation of 
such plans would scotch all hopes 
for Russia's revival. 

“This country will simply not 
survive another dictatorship,” he 
said. 

. Also Tuesday, Mr. Yeltsin 
announced that he would fire 
Yegor Yakovlev, the head of 
state broadcasting. 

Mr. Yakovlevn has been in- 
creasingly criticised for TV cover- 
age of ethnic conflicts, particular- 
ly in the northern Caucasus. Mr. 
Yeltsin said he was sacking him 
“for serious violations’’- in the 
coverage. There was no mention 
of who would replace Mr. Yakov- 
lev. 

Meanwhile, Russian newspap- 
er Tuesday devoted much atten- 
tion to a recent attack on Mr. 
Yeltsin and his team of reformers 
by a hardline newspaper, Soviets- 
kaya Rossiya. 

The newspaper Saturday sug- 
Mr. Yeltsin's reforms were 
:ing carried out on behalf of 


U.S. intelligence agencies. Yelt- 
sin spokesman Vyacheslav Kosti- 
kov denounced the article as a 
“Provocation" related to the up- 
coming congress. 

In an ironic commentary, the 
newspaper Moskovsky Komso- 
molets wrote Tuesday: “Boris 
Yeltsin works for the CIA — 
though he himself is unaware of 
this." 

Hie newspaper then suggested 
that the authors of the Soviets- 
kaya Rossiya article look into 
their own expenses, foreign trips 
and foreign guests they have re- 
ceived. 

“Can it turn out suddenly that 
you yourself are agents of some 
other influence, thought you do 
not suspect it?" it asked. 

The newspaper Komsomols- 
kaya Pravda took a tongue-in- 
cheek approach to the uproar, 
suggesting that “it’s advisable to 
take a fundamental approach to 
the matter and look into historic 
roots of the phenomenon (of 
"agents of influence.'*) 

“Undoubtedly, Peter the Great 
would have been the agent of all 
times, agent 007,” it said. 


Little threat from sunken nuclear sub — Norway 


OSLO (R) — Norway said Tues- 
day radiation leaking from a 
sunken Soviet nuclear submarine 
presented little threat and an 
attempt to raise the vessel would 
be riskier than leaving it to rust. 

The U.S. television network 
ABC News said Monday Russian 
scientists feared a “catastrophic” 
leak of highly toxic plutonium 
from the submarine Komso- 
moletsj which caught fire and 
sank off north Norway in April 
1989, killing 42 seamen. 

“The amount of radioactive 
material aboard is insignificant 
compared to the amounts already 
in tiie sea,” said Knut Gussgard, 
director of the Norwegian Nuc- 
lear Energy Safety Authority who 
said a year ago that the sub- 
marine’s nuclear fuel was leaking. 

“We believe radiation leaking 


from the submarine is not a threat 
to fisheries,” he said. Even if the 
submarine cracked releasing re- 
latively large amounts of the plu- 
tonium aboard, he did not expect 
fish would be dangerous to eat. 

Nicolai Nosov, identified by 
ABC News as a submarine desig- 
ner who led a Russian expedition 
to inspect the vessel, said radioac- 
tive Caesium 137 had been de- 
tected as leaking from th<- - ac- 
tor, Mr. Gussgard said u hJ- 

ings matched Norway's. 

The Russian scientu >ld 

ABC News there was a _ eat 
danger that plutonium in nuclear 
torpedoes aboard the vessel could 
start to leak soon, threatening 
rich fisheries. 

“Next year will be our last 
chance, and then it will be catas- 
trophic. Plutonium will hit the 


water and it will be all over,” a 
Russian Navy engineer identified 
as Captain Tengiz Borisov said in 
a taped interview. 

Mr. Gussgard told Reuters: 
“Including the torpedoes, the 
submarine contains about 10 kilos 
(22 pounds) of plutonium. 
Atmospheric nuclear testing over 
the years has released tonnes of 
plutonium, much of it into the 
sea." 

He reiterated Norwegian find- 
ings that it would be less risky to 
let the submarine rust on the 
seabed in international waters 
1,685 meters (5,5000 ft) deep and 
gradually leach its plutonium into 
the sea. 

Norway believes there is little 
marine life at such depths and sea 
currents would dilute any 
radioactive substances to levels 


that would be no threat to the 
food chain. 

“If there is an attempt to raise 
the submarine, it could break up 
and release radiation at sea 
depths where there are fish,” he 
said. Plutonium is a highly toxic, 
radioactive substance that re- 
mains dangerous for 24,000 
years. 

Norway says about 300 kilo- 
grams of plutonium leaked into 
the sea from Britain's Sellafield 
Nuclear plant between 1960 and 
1987, an annual rate about the 
same as the total in the sub- 
marine. 

A U.S. plane carrying 400 
grains (one pound) of plutonium 
crashed into the sea of Greenland 
into shallow waters in 1968, caus- 
ing no measureable damage to 
fisheries. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


EC envoy awaits Macedonia’s verdict 


Peking Patten's spokesman Mike Hanson said Tuesday the 


ATHENS (R) — The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is 
expected to announce this week whether it will change its name in 
order to secure European Community (EC) recognition, special 
EC envoy Robin O’Neill said. In one of the most obscure, but 
potentially explosive Balkan disputes, neighbouring Greece has 
blocked EC recognition of the newly- independent republic saying 
the name implies territorial amitions against its own province of 
Macedonia. An EC declaration made in Lisbon last June said the 
Community was ready to recognise the republic but it must be 
under a name which does not include the term Macedonia. Mr. 
O'Neill, who must file a report on the dispute before the EC's 
Edinburgh summit in December, said he told the leaders of the 
republic's two million Slavs and Albanians that he needed their 
answer by Wednesday. “They must choose their name, and it’s on 
that point that I am awaiting clarification,’* he told reporters. If 
the republic stands by its present name, then he would report that 
to the EC leaders, he said. 


governor would take firm proposals to the Legislative Council 
(Le| 


-geo) early next year and comments from Mr. Li ruling out a 
compromise changed nothing. Peking has Masted Mr. Patten 
daily since he announced plans last month allowing Hong Kong 
for the first time to elect, directly or indirectly, the majority of 
Legco before the British colony returns to China in 1997. Hanson 
noted that the reform package, announced without negotiation 
with China, had already stirred spirited debate in the colony. 


U.S. suicide doctor assists again 


SOUTHFIELD, Mich. (AP) — Dr. Jack Kevorkian attended the 
suicide of a cancer patient Monday. It was his sixth assisted 
suicide. Catherine A. Andreyev. 45, of Moon Township, PA., 
turned on a device that allowed her in inhale carbon monoxide gas 
through a mask, police said. “I consider this a well-tested. 


Hong Kong to push ahead with reform 


well-controlled, well-thought out medical procedure,” Dr. Kevor- 
kian said. “The aim of suicide is to end a life,” he said. “The aim 


of this is to terminate unbearable suffering. I've made progress 
because for one more human being, suffering is ended.” Dr. 
Kevorkian was charged with murder after the first three deaths, 
but each time the cases were dismissed because Michigan has no 
law against assisted suicide. His Michigan medical license has 
been suspended, but he remains licensed in California. 


HONG KONG (R) — Governor Chris Patten, defying Chinese 
Premier Li Peng, plans to push ahead with his democratic reform 
plans for Hong Kong despite Peking's call for a climbdown. In the 
bluntest language from the Hong Kong side in its latest row with 


U.S. Marine Lance Corporal 'Christopher Ste aks 
from Oregon sounds the last bugle call for retreat at 


the U.S. Subic Bay Naval Base in the Pfiffi p pfnes 
(AFP photo). 


U.S. flag lowered for last time at Subic 


SUBIC BAY NAVAL BASE, 
Philippines (Agencies) — The 
Stars and Stripes was lowered 
here for the last time Tuesday as 
the United States closed its 
largest naval base in Asia and 
ended nearly a century of U.S. 
military presence. 

Members of the crowd of about 
3,000 people wept as the U.S. 
flag was lowered and a giant 
Philippine banner was raised ab- 
out 10:01 a.m. (0201 GMT) 
under a brilliant blue sky. 

Scores of bargiris hugged, kis- 
sed and wept as the USS Bellean 
Wood slipped out of Subic Bay 
Tuesday. 

On board the grey helicopter 
carrier were the last few hundred 
American servicemen to leave 
Washington's former colony after 
Filipino senators forced the clo- 
sure of all U.S. bases. 

"I am going to miss you," 
yelled one Marine as the ship 
eased away from the wharf of 
Cubi Point Naval Air Station, 
loudspeakers blaring “I'm proud 
to be an American.” 

“I promise I'U come back," 
shouted another to the girls who 
helped give Olongapo City next 


to the base its reputation as one 
of the wildest navy towns in the 
Padfiv. 

The women, some wearing 
skin-tight shorts, waved handker- 
chiefs wet with tears or turned 
away, saying they could not 
watch the Marines leave. 

In the distance across the bay a 
huge Philippine flag flew along 
for the first time over Subic Naval 
Base, once the American Navy’s 
largest shipyard in Asia. 

President Fidel Ramos earlier 
helped raise the red, white and 
bine flag in bright sunshine and 
declared the Philippines free of 
foreign troops for the first time 
since Spanish occupation in 1571. 

The final act of the withdrawal 
came when U.S. Ambassador 
Richard Solomon and four admir- 
als handed back Cubi Point Naval 
Air Station to Gen. Ramos and 
the last 516 Marines and sailors 
prepared to leave. Subic Bay was 
given bade in September. 

Gen. Ramos pledged 
friendship with the United States, 
which ruled the country from 
1898 to 1946, but called for a 
review of tiie mutual defence 
treaty and a dear statement of 


the extent of the U.S. commit- 
ment. . 

He also urged the United 
States to stand by its obligation to 
help the 3,000 “throwaway kids” 
of Olongapo — the Amerasran 
children fathered by generations 
of U.S. servicemen. 

Even after the withdrawal, the 
1951 defence treaty commits the 
United States to come to the aid 
of the Philippines if it is attacked. 

Gen. Ramos called for new fife 
to be breathed into the treaty to 
cater for new conflicts and rival- 
ries, apparently referring to the 
disputed Spratly Islands in the 
South China Sea. 

"Two matters in particular 
have to be clarified, when and 
where an attack, on one party is to 
be regarded as an attack on the 
other party as well, and the pre- 
cise point at which retaliation to 
attack is to be waged," he said. 

The United States has repe- 
atedly said it does not recognise 
any dahn to the Spratlys. poten- 
tially oil-rich coral islands 
claimed hi whole or in part by 
China, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Malaysia. Brunei and the Philip- 
pines. 


141 feared killed in China plane crash 


PEKING (AP) — A Boeing 737 
jetliner crashed Tuesday in south- 
ern China near the tourist city of 
Guilin and all 141 people aboard 
were feared dead, officials said. 

The China Southern Airlines 
flight, which started in Canton, 
crashed about 27 kilometres from 
Guilin, said an official from a 
Western aviation company in 
Peking. 

The Foreign Affairs Office in Guilin 
said debris from the crash was 
scattered over a wide area of 
mountainous terrain, making it 
unlikely that anyone had sur- 
vived. 

The Spanish embassy received 
unofficial reports that two Spa- 
niards were aboard the plane, 
said Jorge Romeu, an embassy 
attache. He said be called the 


Civil Aviation Administration of 
China (CAAC) but was unable to 
get any information about the 
crash. 

CAAC officials in Peking said 
133 passengers and eight crew 
members were aboard tire plane 
when it crashed near Guilin, 
famed for its limestone peaks 
rising above the Pearl River. 

Officials in the Guangxi Zhang 
autonomous region, where the 
crash occurred, refused to give 
details of the crash. 

"We are looking and investi- 
gating what bappend,” said an 
official at China southern. The 
official said the weather in Can- 
ton and Guilin was clear and that ' 
weather was not a cause of tiie 
crash. 

About 20 to 30 minutes before 


the plane's scheduled arrival at 
around 9 a.m., the pilot radioed 
that everything was fine, said the 
Western aviation source. Like the 
China southern official, be spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

The flight normally lasts an 
hour. 


The plane was a 737-300, a 
newer generation jet, Boeing 
spokesman Jack Gamble said in 
Seattle, where the company is 
based. 

He said the plane was delivered 
4,165 


in May 1991 and had 4,265 flight 
hours and 3,153 landings, both 
low numbers. 

The crash was the fifth air 
disaster in China in four months. 


Reynolds faces defeat at Irish polls 


DUBLIN (R) — Irish Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds faces 
double defeat Wednesday in an 
abortion referendum and a gener- 
al election that could topple him 
after just nine months in power. 

Opinion polls point to Irish 
voters rejecting plans to lift this 
mainly Catholic country's blanket 
ban on abortion and show that 
Mr. Reynolds has virtually no 
chance of winning an overall 
majority in a snap general elec- 
tion. 


After a television debate Mon- 
day night with opposition Fine 
Gael leader John Bruton, most 
commentators agreed there had 
been no dear winners and Mr. 
Reynolds still has a tough fight on 
his hands. 

The two dashed constantly but 
did agree on one thing — that 
Labour Party leader Dick 
Spring's demand to hold the pre- 
miership in rotation was imprac- 
tical and impossible. 

Mr. Spring, a former nigby 


international who is the most 
popular politician in Ireland, has 
demanded a rotating premiership 
as his price for participating in 
any coalition. 


fo the runup to the election, 
Mr. Reynolds has moved swiftly 
to attack speculators in Europe’s 
turbulent foreign exchange mar- 


Tbe central bank sent over- 
night money rates soaring to 30 
per cent Monday. 


Outcry erupts in U.K. over cost of royals 


LONDON (R) — Britain's royal 
family faced a whirlwind of critic- 
ism Tuesday, whipped up by a 
government minister's pledge 
that taxpayers will foot an enor- 
mous bill to restore fire-gutted 
Windsor Castle. 

Anger at an announcement by 
National Heritage Secretary Pe- 
ter Brooke that the government 


would pay to repair the damage 


from the fire rekindled a broader 
debate over the cost of the 
monarchy to a nation reeling 
from economic recession. 

It united many shades of opin- 
ion in the British media that 
Queen Elizabeth, exempt from 
income tax on her vast wealth, 
and the Conservative government 
had lost touch with' the people. 

“The Daily Mail is a staunch 
yet concerned defender of our 
monarchy. But we have to say 
that, by misinterpreting the pre- 
sent mood, the queen and her 
ministers risk far more than they 
realise," the Mail declared in a 
front-page editorial. 

In common with other com- 
mentators, it called for cash to 
flow from the royal purse into 
public coffers to restore tumbling 
confidence in the monarchy. 

“Why should a populace, many 
of whom have had to make huge 
sacrifices during this most bitter 


recession, have to pay the total 
bill for Windsor Castle when the 
queen, who pays no taxes, contri- 
butes next to nothing?” The Dai- 
ly Mail demanded. 

The Windsor blaze gutted 
several rooms including St. 
George’s Hall, a magnificent 
state banqueting chamber, as it 
roared through corridors, burn- 
ing tapestries, drapes and ancient 
panelling. 

Unconfirmed estimates put the 
cost of restoring the fabric of the 
1,000-room castle west of Lon- 
don. tiie queen's favourite home, 
at between £60 million and £100 
million ($90 and $150 million). 

The queen was expected to 
make her first public reference to 
the weekend fire in an address 
Tuesday to a lunch at London's 
Guildhall in honour of her 40 
years on the throne. 

Her anniversary year has 
already been maned by months 
of press reports of scandal in the 
House of Windsor, much of it 
involving tiie marital woes of heir 
Prince Charles and his brother 
Prince Andrew. 

The Daily Mirror and Today 
newspapers contrasted the prop- 
osed public payout for Windsor 
with what they said were notices 
sent out by Prince Charles to 
cottage tenants on his duchy of 


Cornwall estates seeking 50 per 
cent rises. 

“Unfair, ma'am,” cried the 
Daily Mirror. 

Today declared: 

“The royals are to public rela- 
tions what Laurel and Hardy 
wer ® to the removal business.” 
British taxpayers devote an 
annual £10 million ($17 million) 
or so to the "civil list" payout for 
the royal family — officially an 
expenses allowance. 

Britain spends millions more 
on police protection, upkeep of 
palaces such as Windsor and 
royal travel. 

father sign of increased 
pubhc dissatisfaction with the 
a»t of the royals emerged in an 
opinion poll commissioned to 
coincide with the queen's 
anniversary lunch. 

.survey for independent 
Television News found three out 
believed ways 
should be found to cut the cost of 

11 represented value for 

with itself, seeL 
i A be8,imu, S to find the royals 
100 Iavish «22 
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